
Competition Overview

· For the fifth consecutive year, EPA’s ENERGY STAR program is hosting the National Building Competition: Battle of the Buildings to help improve the energy and water efficiency of commercial buildings and protect the environment. 

· In the spirit of popular weight-loss competitions, competitors are battling it out to see who can reduce their energy and water use the most.

· More than 5,500 competitors are measuring and tracking their building's monthly energy and water consumption using ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager®, EPA’s online measurement and tracking tool. 

· For the first time, EPA is also pitting teams of buildings against each other! More than 100 teams (each consisting of five or more buildings) are competing in this year’s competition to earn recognition for their teamwork and collective energy and water use reductions. 

· Throughout the competition period, competitor buildings will make improvements to their building's energy and water performance and share their progress. Many will work toward earning ENERGY STAR certification, which is an indication of superior energy efficiency.

· EPA will recognize the overall Top Team and Top Building, determined by the percentage-based reduction in energy or water use achieved from 2013 to 2014. EPA will also recognize  Top Buildings by building category using the same metric, as well as all individual and team competitors who reduce energy or water use by 20 percent or more from 2013 to 2014. 

· Previous competitions provided a valuable platform for organizations to test innovative approaches and technologies that can be expanded to entire building portfolios, and they also provided a collection of best practices and public energy performance data that can help inform the commercial building market. Achievements of past competitors are summarized in wrap-up reports on the competition website (https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/learn-past-winners).

· EPA maintains a competition website (www.energystar.gov/battleofthebuildings) featuring a list of competitors and their “weigh-in” results and locations, as well as tips and links to EPA’s existing inventory of ENERGY STAR tools and resources – including a link to EPA’s ENERGY STAR Certified Building Registry. The site also features a live Twitter feed with tweets about the competition.
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Commercial Building Energy Use

· Energy use in commercial buildings accounts for nearly 20 percent of total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions and energy use at a cost of more than $100 billion per year.

· On average, 30 percent of the energy used in commercial buildings is wasted.

· The energy we use in the buildings where we work, play, and learn most often comes from the burning of fossil fuels at power plants, which contributes to climate change. The less energy we use, the fewer greenhouse gases we produce.

· Improving energy efficiency is the single best way to eliminate energy waste.

· As consumers, we can do many of the same things we do at home to save energy, like turn off lights and lamps when we leave the room, power down computers when they aren’t in use, and unplug the charger from the wall after our cell phone is charged. These small steps can save a lot of energy.

· Engineers can make sure all of the building systems, such as air conditioning, heating, and lighting, are working right, are properly maintained, and upgraded to more efficient technologies when appropriate and cost-effective.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ENERGY STAR Program

· EPA's ENERGY STAR program has developed a proven approach to assessing, reducing, and comparing the energy use of commercial buildings, summarized in the ENERGY STAR Guidelines for Energy Management and the Building Upgrade Manual. The cornerstone of this approach is to begin by objectively measuring the energy use of buildings.

· Buildings that earn EPA’s ENERGY STAR consume, on average, 35 percent less energy than typical buildings and contribute 35 percent fewer greenhouse gas emissions, while providing the same or better services and comfort.

· ENERGY STAR was started by EPA in 1992 as a market-based partnership to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through energy efficiency. Today, the ENERGY STAR can be found on more than 60 different kinds of products, as well as new homes and commercial and industrial buildings that meet strict energy-efficiency specifications set by EPA. Last year alone, Americans, with the help of ENERGY STAR, saved an estimated $30 billion on their utility bills while preventing greenhouse gas emissions equal to the annual electricity use of more than 38 million homes.

· Learn more at the ENERGY STAR commercial buildings program at www.energystar.gov/buildings, and follow the EPA National Building Competition at www.energystar.gov/battleofthebuildings
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