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Send a letter to local officials/stakeholders about your participation in EPA’s ENERGY STAR National Building Competition by customizing the text below with your organization’s information.

Dear [Name of official],

[Name of building or team] will be participating in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA's) 2014 ENERGY STAR® National Building Competition to help improve the energy and water efficiency of commercial buildings and protect the environment. For the first time, EPA invited groups of five or more buildings to compete in teams. In the spirit of popular weight-loss competitions, [name of building or team] will battle it out against more than 5,500 buildings and more than 100 teams from across the country to work off the waste through improvements in energy and water efficiency with help from EPA’s ENERGY STAR program.

We’re contacting you to let you know how excited we are about our participation in the competition, and we hope you will help us encourage the local community to follow along with us during the competition. News of our participation as a competitor is not to be shared externally until EPA issues a formal press release and kicks off the competition on July 10, 2014. Starting on July 10, I hope you will join us in spreading the word of our involvement as widely as possible.

[Insert information about your organization and building or team.]

EPA will maintain a website devoted to the competition featuring a list the competitors and their “weigh-in” results, a map of competitors across the nation, and a live Twitter feed about the competitors. Check out our starting weight and our competitors at www.energystar.gov/battleofthebuildings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a competitor, we will measure and track our [building’s/team’s] monthly energy and water consumption using EPA's ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager® tool; make improvements to our building's energy and water performance; and share our progress. The individual and team competitors that demonstrate the greatest percentage-based reduction in energy or water use intensity will be recognized as the competition winners in April 2015. EPA will also recognize the top individual competitor by building category using the same metric, as well as any competitor that achieves a reduction in energy or water use of 20 percent or more.

We hope you will be available to join us in the winner’s circle next April! 

Sincerely,

[Insert your name here]
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