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Overview:
Keeping your home at a comfortable temperature can be expensive. The average American household spends $1,900 per year on annual utility bills, with nearly half going to heating and cooling—more than $900 a year! Cut these costs by choosing ENERGY STAR certified HVAC products.  
Maintaining Your HVAC system. 
· Check your system’s air filters every month, especially during heavy-use months like summer and winter. A dirty air filter will slow down air flow, making the system work harder which wastes energy. A clean filter will also prevent dust and dirt from building up in the system, which can lead to expensive maintenance and/or early system failure. If it’s dirty, clean or replace it. At a minimum, clean or replace it every three months.
· Get an HVAC maintenance check. While changing filters is a must, there may be other things wrong with your HVAC system that wouldn't be obvious to a non-professional. Have your system serviced annually by an HVAC contractor to ensure that it's running at optimum efficiency to save energy and money. 
· Seal and insulate air ducts, especially those in your attic or crawlspace to improve your HVAC system’s efficiency by as much as 10%—saving you up to $190 a year in heating and cooling costs.
· If you need to replace your HVAC system, ask your contractor about ENERGY STAR certified units. And make sure that your new energy-efficient unit is properly installed for maximum savings.
Upgrading Your HVAC System
· If just one household in 10 bought heating and cooling equipment that has earned the ENERGY STAR, we would prevent annual greenhouse gas emissions of more than 7 billion pounds, which is equivalent to the emissions from nearly 700,000 cars.
· Depending on where you live, replacing your old heating and cooling equipment with equipment that has earned the ENERGY STAR can cut your annual energy bill by nearly $140.
HVAC Guide
ENERGY STAR is your resource for navigating an HVAC equipment upgrade to save energy, save money, and help protect the climate. Learn the symptoms that it’s time to replace your equipment, get purchase and installation guidance, find rebates, and calculate your personalized savings possibilities. www.energystar.gov/HVACguide 
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Is it time to replace your HVAC equipment? It may be time for a change if:
· Your equipment is more than 10 years old or it needs frequent repairs and your energy bills are going up.
· Some of your rooms are too hot or cold. (This could also be due to inadequate air sealing, windows or insulation).
· Your home has humidity problems, excessive dust, or rooms that never seem to get comfortable. (This could also be due to poorly insulated ductwork).
· You tend to leave your thermostat set at one constant temperature.
Save Even More with Tax Credits and Rebates:
· Air source heat pumps that are ENERGY STAR certified are eligible for a federal tax credit if installed in a primary residence by December 31, 2021. Learn more at www.energystar.gov/taxcredits. 
· Many utilities offer incentives for installing ENERGY STAR certified HVAC products. Check with your local utility for more details or go to www.energystar.gov/rebatefinder.
Key Product Messaging:
Air source heat pumps
What is an air source heat pump (ASHP)? An ENERGY STAR certified ASHP provides highly efficient heating and cooling by extracting heat from outside air in the winter and pulling the heat out of your home in the summer. For some, it may be helpful to think of a ducted ASHP as a central air conditioner that also works in reverse to provide whole-house space heating in winter. An ASHP can be installed and connected to the conventional forced-air ductwork system that is typical of most American homes. 

ASHPs that earn the ENERGY STAR label are independently certified to save energy, save money, and protect the climate. Benefits include:
· Cutting heating costs compared to conventional heating systems. An ENERGY STAR certified ASHP can provide heating for approximately 1/3 the cost of traditional electric baseboard heating, depending on where you live, and approximately 1/2 the cost of oil heat. An ASHP is so efficient it can deliver up to three times more heat energy to a home than the electrical energy it consumes. This is possible because a heat pump moves heat rather than converting it from a fuel, as combustion heating systems do.
· Reducing cooling costs compared to conventional room air conditioners. During the summer months, a central ASHP automatically becomes a central air conditioner, and with ENERGY STAR, you will have reduced cooling bills due to its highly efficient operation.
· Reducing greenhouse gas emissions. An ASHP is good for your home and good for the planet. ENERGY STAR certified models avoid more than 4,500 lbs of greenhouse gas emissions, on average, over the course of their lifespan compared to standard systems.
· Easy installation. A central ASHP uses existing ductwork in your home to deliver heating and cooling. In most climate zones, an ASHP can be installed as a drop-in replacement when either a central air conditioner or a furnace needs replacement.
· Heating and cooling in one system. ASHPs offer highly efficient, clean heating and cooling in one integrated system. 
Mini splits
What is a mini split heat pump? Ductless heat pumps, or mini split heat pumps, are an alternative to radiator or baseboard heating, as well as a replacement for window units for cooling. No duct work is needed. Instead, a head unit, or multiple head units, are mounted on an interior wall or ceiling, with an accompanying unit outside. The outside unit extracts heat from the air, even when it’s cold. Refrigerant carries the heat directly to the head(s) inside, which then delivers heated air to occupied space. In warmer months, the system works in reverse for quiet, efficient air conditioning.

Mini split heat pumps that earn the ENERGY STAR label are independently certified to save energy, save money, and protect the climate. Benefits include:
· Cut heating costs in half compared to conventional electric heating systems. Because they transfer rather than generate heat, ENERGY STAR certified mini splits use up to 60% less energy than standard home electric radiators.
· Provide quiet, high efficiency cooling. ENERGY STAR certified mini splits use more sophisticated compressors and fans that can adjust speeds to save energy and money. They also cool directly from the unit, rather than passing through a network of fabricated ductwork, eliminating energy losses from ductwork which can account for more than 30% of a home’s energy use for space conditioning.
· Reducing greenhouse gas emissions. A mini split is good for your home and good for the planet. ENERGY STAR certified systems used in a whole house setting avoid more than 4,500 lbs of greenhouse gas emissions, on average, over the course of their lifespan compared to standard systems.
· Heating and cooling in one device. Mini split heat pumps offer highly efficient, clean heating and cooling in one integrated system.
· Easy, ductwork-free installation. Mini splits use narrow refrigerant lines positioned outside your home to deliver heating and cooling instead of conventional central heating and cooling which requires bulky, and often expensive ductwork. Only a three-inch hole in an outdoor wall is needed for the refrigeration lines to connect the outdoor unit to the indoor unit.
· Custom comfort anywhere in your home. Mini splits can maintain different customized temperatures in each room through control consoles (either wall-mounted or ceiling-inserted), remote controls, and smart phone apps.

ENERGY STAR® is the simple choice for energy efficiency. For more than 25 years, EPA’s ENERGY STAR program has been America’s resource for saving energy and protecting the environment. Join the millions making a difference at energystar.gov.
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