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Who will be eligible?
Tenants that lease one or more eligible office spaces.  

Eligible spaces:

• Are used solely as office or non-diagnostic medical
office space (may include a data center)

• Comprise ≤ 90% of the total square feet of the building,
which must have more than one tenant space (i.e., one
tenant does not occupy the entire building)

• Consist of contiguous space with one or more
entrances from a common area (e.g. hallway,
atrium, elevator)

• May be in design, build-out/fit-out, or current occupancy

• Are located in the United States

How will I earn recognition?
1. Meet the five energy efficiency criteria outlined in this

document.

2. Complete the ENERGY STAR Tenant Space application.

• Have a professional engineer or registered architect
verify that the information is complete and accurate,
and that efficient lighting and meters are in place.

• Submit the completed, verified application.

3. Display the ENERGY STAR Tenant Space decal on your
office door!

Criterion 1: Estimate Energy Use

To create the estimate, applicants will answer a 
limited set of questions in an EPA web-based tool, 
providing such information as:

• Weekly operating hours

• Number of computers

• Orientation of exterior exposures (north, south,
east, west)

The tool will return a range of estimated total energy 
use based on these inputs.

Applicants also submit the results of any energy 
modeling or other estimation approaches, if available.

Criterion 2: Meter

Meters must be in place that can track energy use 
for all energy loads over which a tenant has full 
operational control, typically:

• Lighting

• Plug load

• Miscellaneous loads

• Supplemental HVAC

• Data center

Tenants do not have to meter these loads separately, 
except for data centers.

Meter requirements:

• Manufacturer-certified to be +/- 2% accurate

Why? Why?

The Details

The Details

• Important step in designing an efficient space • Enables measurement of results

• Provides the basis for ongoing improvement

• Allows tie-in to occupant-accessible dashboards
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Criterion 4: Install Efficient EquipmentCriterion 3: Light Efficiently 

Applicants complete a checklist to indicate that all 
eligible equipment used in the tenant space is ENERGY 
STAR certified. 

• Tenants document through purchase order or list of
models owned

• Tenants may request an exemption for certain
HVAC and data center equipment

Applicants also commit to activating sleep systems on 
computers, monitors, laptops, and imaging equipment. 

Applicants will enter the following information in an EPA 
web-based tool:

• The size of their leased space in square feet

• Hours of operation

• Basic information on lighting fixtures and controls

The tool will return:

• A target energy use intensity for lighting of the
space

• Estimated actual lighting energy use based on use
schedule, fixtures, and controls

To be eligible for recognition, tenant spaces must meet 
the target. 

Criterion 5: Share Data

Applicants commit to sharing energy meter data with 
landlord upon request.

To facilitate data sharing and to help the tenant manage 
energy use, the tenant must establish an account in 
EPA’s secure online energy management tool, ENERGY 
STAR Portfolio Manager®.

Why?Why? Why?

The Details
The Details

The Details

• Energy use from equipment “plug loads” is
growing rapidly

• Purchasing/installing efficient equipment is an
important strategy for reducing such loads

• Lighting is a significant contributor to total energy
use in tenant spaces

• Many highly efficient options are available in the
market, which can cut lighting energy use in half
(or more)

• Sharing of tenant meter data with landlord
overcomes a key barrier to whole building
benchmarking and ENERGY STAR certification


