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Dear ENERGY STAR® Decorative Light Strings Stakeholder: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed a review of the ENERGY 
STAR specification for decorative light strings (DLS) and concluded that a change in the 
performance requirements is not warranted at this time. EPA is proposing minor changes, as 
reflected in the attached ENERGY STAR DLS Version 1.5 specification, including an expansion 
in scope.  

Specifically, minor changes in scope and formatting are proposed as follows:  

• Allowing for DLS on Decorative Forms to be ENERGY STAR qualified. 
• Removing language referencing phosphor-based lamps to provide a more technology-

neutral specification. Phosphor-based lamps are considered white lamps and thus 
requirements are not changing. 

• Updating the DLS specification to follow the consistent format established by EPA as 
part of the transition to third-party certification. For greater ease of use, EPA reformatted 
the ENERGY STAR product specifications to more clearly and consistently delineate the 
test method from the performance requirements. This reformatting does not involve any 
substantive change to the test method and should not necessitate any retesting of products 
or the reaccreditation of any lab. 

 
In 2011, the ENERGY STAR DLS product category was carefully reviewed in consideration for 
a potential specification revision. Analysis of 2010 sales estimates indicates that the market share 
of ENERGY STAR qualified DLS is about 25%. This market share, along with the lack of any 
obvious new opportunity in terms of technological advancement, led EPA to conclude that 
ENERGY STAR remains a good differentiator at the current performance levels.  
 
EPA intends to finalize this revision by early December, and allow the expansion in scope to 
become effective immediately upon finalization.  If you wish to provide comments, please do so 
via email to decorativelightstrings@energystar.gov no later than December 9, 2011. All 
comments will be posted to the ENERGY STAR Product Development website unless the 
submitter requests otherwise. 
 

mailto:decorativelightstrings@energystar.gov


Please direct any specific questions to Paul Karaffa at EPA, karaffa.paul@epa.gov or (202) 343-
9401, or Robin Clark, ICF International, at rclark@icfi.com or (202) 862-1223. Thank you for 
your support of the ENERGY STAR program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Paul Karaffa 
ENERGY STAR Program 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
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