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From: Karen Jaskolka
To: ClimateControls; 
Subject: Additional Feedback on Climate Control Specification
Date: Friday, April 30, 2010 12:04:50 PM
Attachments: Feedback on Climate Control Specification.msg 


In addition to the specific email we sent supporting connectivity in the thermostat (attached), we had some 
other minor pieces of feedback on the Energy Star Program Requirements for Residential Climate Controls 
specification:
In general we are in support of the specification and the requirements to have smarter thermostats that are 
temperature & humidity aware, enable communication with energy management systems and other systems 
(for support of DR, etc) and that climate control devices should pass basic usability tests.
 1 Open Standard 


Protocol
While we support having an open protocol or standard for communication, we 
would like to see the IP help by a SDO and be truly free for adopters. The 
specification mentions a “nominal fee” that could be left to interpretation and 
not really be nominal.


2 HAN It was noted in the feedback responses that HAN would not be mentioned 
specifically, but there are still references through the current draft specification


3 Demand Response 
Support


The support of DR needs clarification. It should be initiated by a pricing signal 
and the consumer (home owner) decides to opt-in or not. The DR description 
seems to give the utility control of these events – rather than making it about 
pricing signals.


4 Price indicator lights Having a visual cue to the consumer of the current rate being applied to their 
energy consumption is interesting, but the LED indicator as prescribed (green, 
yellow, red) will not be usable for color blind individuals if a single light is used


5 Usability Who will determine the prescriptive usability requirements and will success or 
failure be determined, verified and reported? Who owns the sign-off on these 
requirements


6 Backlight Power .5W is not enough power
   
   
 
 
Thanks – please let me know if you need any clarification on our feedback. 
 
Regards,
Karen Jaskolka
Principal Group Program Manager
Microsoft Hohm
http://www.microsoft-hohm.com/
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We have thoroughly reviewed the Energy Star Program Requirements for Residential Climate Controls specification and would like to strongly endorse the requirement for thermostat connectivity (section 2-E). Specifically, we would recommend open, standards-based connectivity that is free to implement and endorsed by a true standards development organization (not an alliance).





 





Why we support this connectivity requirement?





·         Connected thermostats support efforts to help consumers lower their energy consumption and costs





·         To enable remote control and remote monitoring





·         Sets the stage for facilitation of demand response event opt-in as well as reaction to pricing signals





·         Enables off-board storage of historical information which supports both consumer analysis and automated analysis (learning algorithms) without more storage on the thermostat itself





·         Provides a means for moving complex user experiences off the thermostat and onto a larger screen experience (web application). Thermostat manufacturers or 3rd party providers can build user experiences to make thermostat programming simple (as an example). 





·         Provides an opportunity for adjusting the control experience outside of the thermostat. Additionally, this allows for improvements or innovations on the experiences based on learning how users actually use devices.





 





Thank you for the opportunity to review the specification and provide feedback. If you need anything additional, or clarification on our feedback, please let me know.





 





Regards,





Karen Jaskolka





Principal Group Program Manager





Microsoft Hohm





http://www.microsoft-hohm.com/





 










