
This meeting in fact will bridge from the framework document to the first draft of the 
revised specification.  As you have all had a fair amount of time looking at the 
framework, and as most of us discussed it at the hot water forum in Berkeley, I would 
like to talk about how we envision the first draft, as a way to focus the discussion on 
particular questions that we will need to answer before releasing it.
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-Results of poll taken during webinar.
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Specifically look for a tankless or tank unit. Purchase a water heater in general.

When a consumer purchases a water heater, do 
they go out to buy specifically a tank or tankless 

unit or just a water heater in general?
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After market devices, as a class, are not something ENERGY STAR generally labels.  
However, in the case of water heating it represents a significant national opportunity 
to address the installed base of low-efficiency water heaters.  Because water heaters 
can have very long lifetimes, and because there are after market technologies that 
are applicable to a wide variety of situations, EPA is considering labeling them. 

Ideally, there would be no distinction between whole home gas storage and whole 
home gas tankless water heaters, because this seems to best reflect how consumers 
purchase these units.  On the other hand, EPA is aware is that the EF requirements for 
the two categories are currently quite different, and are not sure the time is right to 
combine them.
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Considering combining tank and tankless categories inevitably raises the question of 
hybrid units, with a small tank, but greater than 2 gallons, and more than 75,000 
Btu/hr input rate. 
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There seem to be some good reasons to include all units that are designed and 
marketed for the residential market to be in a single specification.  They are all in play 
in the same purchasing decision, and have the same expectations for reliability, and 
similar use patterns.  This would all be different for commercial water heaters. 

•WHs made for residential use that are covered under NAECA

•Unclear distinction in ANSI standards (don’t specifically mention “residential” or 
“commercial”

•10 CFR 431 (Commercial Products testing/definitions): Covers products outside 
scope of 430, and uses phrase “and are industrial equipment” as a designation.
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-Results of poll taken during webinar.

*This response was modified during the discussion to include “waiting until ENERGY 
STAR for Residential Water Heaters V3.0”
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Manufacturers use 
residential simulated use 

testing and submit EF ratings.

Specification allows for 
Thermal Efficiency and 
Standby Loss ratings.

We wait  - either until 
Commercial Water Heaters 

Program is created or 
Residential WH V3.0 to cover 

EPACT WHs.*

Which of these options is most appropriate for 
ENERGY STAR coverage of EPACT water heaters?
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-Results of poll taken during webinar.
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Solar rolled into 
existing electric or gas 
whole home options.

Solar as an alternate 
fuel source.

Solar as an 
aftermarket device.

Another option.

Which of these solar water heater options makes 
the most sense to you?
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