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Topics

• What is Multifamily Low Rise?
• Challenges associated with Multifamily

• Technical Challenges
• Process Challenges

• Incentive Program Perspective
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Common Definition
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• Low Rise Multifamily (MF) – A structure up to three 
floors above grade, and some 4 or 5 story buildings, 
containing four or more dwelling units that share 
common external entrance(s).  Includes most 
apartment buildings.





What’s the Same?

• Energy modeling, inspection and 
certification by HERS raters

• RESNET/ENERGY STAR standards and 
procedures

• With some exceptions

• Dwelling unit ratings (not whole building) 
• HERS Rating software used
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What’s Different about Multifamily?

• Shared Walls
• Duct Leakage and Air Leakage Testing
• Ventilation Strategies
• Parking Garages
• Common Areas
• Different types of heating and cooling 

systems
• RESNET Guidelines for Multifamily Ratings
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Load Profile of MF units
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What is Compartmentalization?

• Air Sealing of Space relative to adjacent 
spaces and outdoors
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Compartmentalization
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Duct Leakage Testing
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Ventilation Strategies

• Exhaust/Supply/Balanced
• HRV/ERV
• Individual Ventilation System (serves one 

dwelling unit)
• Central Ventilation System (serves more 

than one dwelling unit)
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Parking Garages
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Heating and Cooling Systems
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RESNET Guidelines for MF Ratings
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Program Perspective

• Developing a multifamily incentive structure 
- align expectations!

• Difficulty meeting low HERS thresholds
• Lower savings per dwelling unit
• Construction upgrades and rating procedures that 

require different skills and experience
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Program Perspective

Building & DHW Type Make a Difference!
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Program Perspective

17

• What’s the driver…?
• $/unit:  Participation ↑ … Cost effectiveness ↓
• $/Savings:  Cost effectiveness ↑ … Participation ↓

• The customer’s perspective 
• Doesn’t care what kind of meter it is!
• Include all space and systems
• Savings ↑ … Participation ↑



Program Perspective
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• An important market segment
• Traditionally underserved
• Affordable housing
• Millennials & empty nesters

• Who’s the customer? 
• Developers
• Affordable QAP applicants

• What’s next?
• Passive House



It Can Be Done!
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