
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

  

   
  

    
  
  

  
    

     
  

     
    

      
     

    
     

   
      

   
 

 
    

    
  

    
  

   

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
   

 
 

  

EPA ENERGY STAR Multifamily New Construction Program Decision Tree 
NO 

Is the building new construction
1 

AND residential
2 

? 

YES 

YES Is the building a motel/hotel or senior care 
community3? 

NO 

ENERGY STAR 
Buildings and Plants5 

Does the building have one or two units, or is it a 
townhome

4
?  

YES NO 

ENERGY STAR 
Single-Family New Homes 

ENERGY STAR 
Multifamily New Construction 

NOTES: 
1. New construction can include significant gut rehabilitations if the building is able to meet all the 

program requirements. 

2. The primary use of the building must be for a residential purpose. In a mixed-use building, the dwelling 
units and common space combined must exceed 50% of the building’s square footage. Parking garage 
square footage is excluded from this calculation. Common space includes any spaces in the building that 
serve a function in support of the residential part of the building, that is not part of a dwelling or 
sleeping unit. This includes spaces used by residents, such as corridors, stairs, lobbies, laundry rooms, 
exercise rooms, residential recreation rooms, and dining halls, as well as offices and other spaces used 
by building management, administration or maintenance in support of the residents. 

3. Assisted living and skilled nursing facilities that meet the definition of Senior Care Communities are not 
eligible for the MFNC program. 

4. Townhomes may choose to use the Multifamily New Construction Checklists as well, but they must use 
the ERI Path and Single-Family New Homes Reference Design. A townhome is defined as a single-family 
dwelling unit constructed in a group of three or more attached units in which each unit extends from the 
foundation to roof and with open space on at least two sides. 

5. As of September 16, 2014, multifamily buildings, with at least 1 year of actual, whole building energy use 
data are eligible to earn the ENERGY STAR using EPA’s Portfolio Manager. Portfolio Manager compares a 
multifamily building’s measured performance against a database of similar buildings to generate a 1-100 
score. Buildings that score 75 or above earn the ENERGY STAR. For more information on how multifamily 
buildings can earn the ENERGY STAR with Portfolio Manager please visit the eligibility criteria for the 1-
100 ENERGY STAR score page. 

New construction commercial facilities such as motels/hotels, nursing homes, and assisted-living 
facilities do not qualify under the Multifamily New Construction program, however, they may be eligible 
to earn the ENERGY STAR through the EPA’s commercial and industrial programs. To learn more about 
how these and other existing commercial buildings can earn ENERGY STAR certification, please visit the 
Buildings and Plants page. To learn more about the new construction program for commercial buildings 
visit www.energystar.gov/DesignToEarn. 
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https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/glossary#SeniorCareCommunity
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager/understand-metrics/eligibility
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager/understand-metrics/eligibility
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings
https://www.energystar.gov/DesignToEarn
www.energystar.gov/DesignToEarn



