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RESNET
Where is RESNET Heading

• Enhancing the National Consistency of the 

HERS Index

• Strengthening Partnership with ENERGY 

STAR

• Educating Consumers on the HERS Index

• Forging Dynamic Partnerships with the 

Housing Industry

• Adoption and Implementing Energy Rating 

Index of 2015 IECC



RESNETEnhancing the National 

Consistency of the HERS Index

RESNET has initiated a comprehensive effort to 

enhance the consistency of HERS Index 

Scores.  The pillars of RESNET’s effort are:

• Qualified HERS Raters and Rating Field 

Inspectors

• Enhance Quality Assurance of HERS Ratings

• Consistency in the Calculation of HERS Index 

Scores

• Robust RESNET Quality Assurance Oversight 

Infrastructure



RESNETEnsuring Qualified HERS Raters 

and Rating Field Inspectors of the 

RESNET has invested in the latest technology 

for the testing the practical knowledge of 

candidates. 

Includes:

• Simulation Based Practical Test for New and 

Existing HERS Raters

• Tablet based mentoring and assessment of 

New and Existing Rating Field Inspectors 

(RESNET JobWerks)



RESNETEnhancing Quality Assurance 

Oversight of HERS Ratings

RESNET has proposed standard amendment 

that enhances requirements for the quality 

assurance oversight of HERS Raters.

Includes:

• Separating the financial interest of the quality 

assurance oversight over HERS Rating 

companies

• Creation of RESNET certified Quality 

Assurance Agents that have no financial 

interest in HERS Rating companies



RESNETConsistency in the Calculation of 

HERS Index Scores

It is vital that all HERS software programs 

consistently calculate a home’s HERS Index 

Score. 

At its Fall 2015 Board Meeting the RESNET 

Board will adopt a process to ensure all 

accredited HERS software calculate the HERS 

Index in a consistent manner.



RESNETCreating a Robust RESNET Quality 

Assurance Oversight Infrastructure

The proposed amendment to the RESNET 

standard will create financially independent 

Quality Assurance Agents that will serve as 

agents of RESNET 

In addition RESNET will invest in new 

technologies, increase the quality assurance 

capabilities of the RESNET National Registry 

and have RESNET staff dedicated to quality 

assurance and accreditation of providers.



RESNETStrengthening Partnership with 

ENERGY STAR

• Certified RESNET HERS Raters 

provide verification of ENERGY 

STAR at same time as producing 

HERS Index Score

• Sharing data in RESNET National 

Registry

• Discussions on how to better 

harmonize ENERGY STAR with 

HERS Index



RESNETEducating Consumers on the 

HERS Index

In 2014 over 165,000 homes were 

rated in the U.S. (over a third of all 

new homes sold)

Average HERS Index Score was 63



RESNET
RESNET HERS Index Video

www.youtube.com/watch?v=klGa1rUdydo



RESNET
RESNET HERS Index Web Site

www.hersindex.com



RESNET
RESNET Energy Smart Builders



RESNETRESNET Energy Smart Builder 

HERS Index Marketing Materials



RESNETForging Dynamic Partnerships 

with the Housing Industry

Partnership Between RESNET and Appraisal 

Institute

• Sharing Data in RESNET National Registry to 

Appraisers in Real Time

• Undertake Analysis to Determine if There is a 

Correlation Between HERS Index Scores and 

Market Appraised Value

• Joint Appraisal Institute/RESNET Education Effort 

for Builders, HERS Raters and Appraisers



RESNETAdoption and Implementing 

Energy Rating Index of 2015 IECC

HERS Scores – 51 to 55 plus mandatory 

measures of 2009 and 2015 IECC

Maryland, Texas and Vermont has adopted (Illinois is 

final process of adopting)



RESNETFactsheets on Adoption of Energy 

Rating Index Score



RESNETFactsheets on Adoption of Energy 

Rating Index Score

 Overview of the ERI Performance Path in the 2015 

IECC

 Benefits of the Energy Rating Index Score Option

 Cost Effectiveness of Using the Energy Rating 

Index 

 Energy Rating Index Performance Path Score 

Alternatives

 Implementation Guidelines 

 Case Studies

 Energy Rating Index Performance Path Frequently 

Asked Questions



RESNETBuilder Presentation on Adoption 

of Energy Rating Index Score
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ICC and RESNET Video for Code 

Officials on the HERS Index
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Uniform Energy Rating Index 

Compliance Report



RESNET

21

Changes That Will Effect RESNET HERS 

Index Scores

• Adoption of ANSI/RESNET Standard 300

• Adoption of RESNET Standard Development 

Committee Interpretation on Ventilation

• Adoption of HERS Software Boundaries  
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Adoption of ANSI/RESNET Standard 300 

Changes ventilation baseline from 

2004 to the 2006 IECC  
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Adoption of RESNET Interpretation on 

Ventilation 

Clarifies interpretation of RESNET 

ventilation requirements.  
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Adoption of RESNET Quality Assurance 

Software Fixes 

Creates “flags” on HERS Rater entries 

that exceed the expected bounds for 

rated feature
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Adoption of RESNET Standard on Water 

Heating Efficiency

Credit for efficient hot water systems 

and distribution



RESNET

26

Study on Potential Impact of Changes 

on HERS Index Scores

http://www.resnet.us/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Upcoming-

Changes-to-the-HERS-Index-and-Potential-Impact-on-HERS-Index-

Scores.pdf
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Study on Potential Impact of Changes 

on HERS Index Scores

Study was conducted by Brett Dillon of IBS Advisors 

– Study was in aggregate and did not include specific 

raters nor builders.

Involved a statistically significant sample from the 

RESNET National Buildings Registry that was 

randomly pulled proportionally based on the number 

of ratings per state during 2013 and 2014. 

Study had a 99% confidence interval in the quality of 

the analysis.
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Key Findings on Impact of 

ANSI/RESNET 301 and Hot Water

• The implementation of ANSI/RESNET 

Standard 301-2014 this year will cause 

HERS Index scores to increase by an 

estimated 2 to 3 points due to infiltration 

and ventilation changes.

• The changes in efficient water heating will 

decrease by an estimated 3 to 6 points 

• This results in a net change of 1 to 3 

points in HERS Index scores over the 

current calculations.
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HERS Software Boundary Checks

In the past, RESNET’s standards and 

procedures allowed too much flexibility in 

the inputs of HERS software programs 

which allowed inconsistencies between 

software tools and raters. In some cases, 

this led to HERS Index Scores that were 

lower than they should have been.

The RESNET Board adopted quality 

assurance policies and established HERS 

software bounds checks to address this 

issue.



RESNET

30

Key Findings on Impact of New HERS 

Software Boundary Checks

• The inconsistencies discovered in the 

study represented a small percentage of 

homes rated in the United States.

• RESNET has no evidence of wrongdoing 

in the current boundaries set by HERS 

software providers, nor of HERS Raters 

applying interpretations of the 

reasonability of data entries.

• The differences are HERS software 

dependent
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Key Findings on Impact of New HERS 

Software Boundary Checks

• The HERS Index scores for builders 

whose raters made data entries that now 

exceed the new RESNET boundaries may 

go up by an average of 7 points.
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Changes That Will Effect RESNET HERS 

Index Scores - Timelines
• The deadline for HERS software programs to be 

updated to meet new RESNET requirements has 

been extended from August 1, 2015 to 

September 1, 2015

• The deadline for HERS Raters to use the revised 

software programs on new projects has been 

extended from October 1, 2015 to January 1, 

2016

Builders are urged to begin working with their 

HERS Raters to determine their home’s specific 

changes and the new versions of the software 

are released



RESNET
Join Us in Scottsdale in 2016


