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Why Share These Datasets at All?
 

• Serves all ENERGY STAR stakeholders 
– The public (consumers) 
– Manufacturers 
– Retailers 
– Energy efficiency program sponsors 
– Third parties/app developers helping consumers find 

energy efficient products online 

• Helps 
– Promote ENERGY STAR certified products 
– Demonstrate products are ENERGY STAR 
– Find & Compare ENERGY STAR products, energy use, 

and performance 



 

Old System: Process
 

• Certified product data from certification bodies (CBs)
 
• CBs submit data to EPA every 2 weeks via Excel 
• EPA 

– Posts lists of certified products* on product pages at
www.energystar.gov/products 

– shares datasets* with stakeholders on request via an 
FTP site with Excel files 

– Maintains a consumer-oriented “Find-A-Product” tool for 
some products 

*A note about terminology: Qualified/certified product 
lists > Datasets 

www.energystar.gov/products


Old System: Experience
 

•	 Stakeholders access datasets through Excel
spreadsheets 

•	 Consumer-oriented “Find-A-Product” tool 
available for some products from consumer
webpages 
– IT/Electronics: Computers, Cordless Phones, 

Imaging, Displays, TVs 
– Appliances: Clothes Washers, Dishwashers, 

Refrigerators and Freezers 
–	 CFLs 



Old System: Limitations
 

•	 Static, updated only every 2 weeks 
•	 Not available via API 
•	 Not designed for machine-readability, requires 

significant user manipulation 
•	 “Find-A-Product” Tool 

– Outdated user interface especially in terms of 
searchability 

– Only available for a subset of ENERGY STAR 
products 

•	 Product model reconciliation 
– No way to collect or search for additional model 

information such as SKUs, QR codes, retail model 
numbers, etc. 
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2. New System 

• Transition in Process 
– Target completion date mid-2013 

• Overview 
• “ENERGY STAR Product Finder” Elements
 

– Landing Page 
– Basic View 

• Compare Feature 
• Product Details 

– Advanced View 
• Export Options 
• Filter Options 

– Direct Access to All Datasets 



 

 

New System: Overview 
Process 
•	 Objective: collect information in a more uniform way across all 

product categories 
•	 CBs share information with EPA via XML on a rolling basis


(planned: 2 day processing time)
 
•	 EPA updates datasets for stakeholders more frequently 


(planned: every 2 days)
 

Experience 
•	 Objective: One portal where stakeholders access all certified 

product datasets (planned: updates every 2 days) 
• Objective: Enhanced product search 

–	 Advanced search capability for partner/program administration 
purposes 

–	 Updated and more comprehensive consumer-oriented tool for
finding ENERGY STAR products 



ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Landing Page 



ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Basic View 
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ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Basic View - Compare Feature 



 

ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Basic View - Product Details 
•	 Model Data Reconciliation 

–	 Additional Model Information 

Tab
 

•	 Model names 
•	 Model numbers 
•	 Other identifying information 


(SKUs, UPC codes, retail 

codes, etc.)
 

–	 System stores this data 
–	 System allows searches so


consumers & partners can

more easily locate models

with more than one identifier
 

•	 Currently, this data is sparse. 
•	 CBs are aware of the importance of this data but need manufacturers 

to provide it 
•	 This will require ongoing communication among partners – especially 

between retailers and the manufacturers who supply ENERGY STAR 
product to them. 



ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Navigating from Basic to Advanced View 



ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Advanced View – Export Options 
& More 
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ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Advanced View – Filter and Graph  
Options 



ENERGY STAR Product Finder: 
Direct Access to All Datasets 
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3. Key Takeaways & Next Steps
 

Key Takeaways 
•	 The objective of this effort is to 

–	 Improve the ability to find and reconcile product data 
–	 Provide better access to EPA product data for all stakeholders 

•	 We need your help to succeed 
–	 CBs provide data to EPA based on certified test data and 


manufacturer information
 
–	 The more robust the product information provided by 

manufacturers to CBs, the more robust the system will be for all 
stakeholders 

–	 Please communicate your product information needs to 
manufacturers so they have the opportunity to be responsive 

•	 You will have access to all the data you have now – this new system 
will allow you to manipulate product data many more export options,
including API 



3. Key Takeaways & Next Steps
 

Next Steps 
•	 System live for clothes washers and telephony 

by November 2012 
•	 Partners will receive an email notification when 

available for use 
•	 All products to be in system by mid 2013 
•	 Note: to get updates on changes to the

datasets: 
–	 Visit website 

• EPA will provide link when system is live 
• Subscribe to RSS feeds for automated updates 
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Discussion 

• Contact(s) 
– Kathleen Vokes, vokes.kathleen@epa.gov 
– Eamon Monahan, monahan.eamon@epa.gov 


