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What do we do?

Set Specs!

When do we do it?

Constantly!

Ambassador from the Product Development Team
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Using your laptop or mobile 

device, go to Slido.com

And join with the event code 

#ESPPM

Join the conversation with Slido!
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Poll:  Have you participated in a specification revision in the 

last 3 years? 

On Slido under “Polls”, select your answer:

• Yes

• No

Including submitting comments on a draft, publicly 

or privately, or speaking with specification lead 

about a draft 
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European Polecat.  On a pole, deciding on his poll 

answers.

Peter Trimming [CC BY 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)]

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0


Stakeholder 
Webinar and 

comment 
period

Subsequent 
drafts as 
needed

Finalize

Monitor 
market for 
revision 

opportunities

Release 
Draft

Evaluate potential of 

new product: “scoping”

Summary Specification Development Cycle

For more information on 

revising or establishing 

an ENERGY STAR 

product specification 

see EPA’s Standard 

Operating Procedure

https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/ENERGY%20STAR%20SOP%20-%20Revising%20or%20Establishing%20an%20ENERGY%20STAR%20Product%20Specification.pdf


Poll:  How often are specifications revised?

On Slido under “Polls”, select your answer:

• Every 18 months

• Every 2-3 years

• It depends

• I don’t know
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Marbled polecat isn’t 

interested in polls  



ENERGY STAR Guiding Principles

• ENERGY STAR criteria are designed to balance a varied set of objectives, 

including:

– Significant energy savings

– Product performance maintained or enhanced

– Purchasers can recover investment in increased efficiency within a 

reasonable time period

– Efficiency can be achieved by more than one manufacturer

– Energy consumption can be measured and verified with testing

– Label provides meaningful differentiation

• For more information see ENERGY STAR Products Program Strategic Vision and 

Guiding Principles
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http://www.energystar.jp/recognized-org/pdf/ENERGY_STAR_Strategic_Vision_and_Guiding_Principles.pdf


Deciding to Revise

EPA considers revising specification based on opportunities to drive 

additional savings, including:

• High market share indicates a potential for additional savings by making the 

ENERGY STAR mark more exclusive

• New Federal metrics and/or test methods to be incorporated into the 

specification

• New minimum efficiency standards that require raising levels to maintain 

differentiation

• New technologies/product types provide opportunity to drive additional 

savings
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Why Participate in a Specification Development Process?

• Sign up for our stakeholder list for products of interest, or watch our 

“announcements” area here

• Participate in webinars

• Submit comments

• Call or email EPA personnel directly
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And How?

• Demonstrate knowledgeability

• Contribute to an easier-to-implement specification

• Better specifications lead to better results for your clients, with less effort 

from you

https://www.energystar.gov/partner_resources/products_partner_resources/public_notices


Poll:  How many specifications does EPA typically develop or 

revise in a year?

On Slido under “Polls”, select 

your answer:

• 3-6

• 7-10

• 11-14
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Striped polecat 

considering the question



• Each year we work on different products

• See what we’re planning to work on in our annual business plan

Exciting work, 2019 Edition
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• 2019 work includes:

–Adding connected criteria for residential water heaters 

–Adding DC fast chargers to the electric vehicle supply 

equipment specification

–Adopting more stringent requirements for commercial 

dishwashers, vending machines, dehumidifiers, and air purifiers

–New Product: Smart Home Energy Management Systems 

(SHEMS)

https://www.energystar.gov/partner_resources/product_specification_development_process


• Rising consumer interest in home automation → opportunity to steer 

consumers toward home automation platforms with energy savings

• Specification finalized 9/2/2019: clear path for utilities interested in smart 

home for energy savings, customer engagement, and integrated load 

control

Smart Home Energy Management Systems (SHEMS)
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• Expect certified packages on the list in Q2 or Q3 2020

• “Package” includes devices and services: occupancy 

detection + automated actions = energy savings

• Also includes capability for WH control and reaction to 

TOU rate

• EPA recommends the specification for pilots at this time

• Version 2 will include a metric and savings estimates



The Reference Slide, for later
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Team Lead Katharine Kaplan Kaplan.Katharine@epa.gov

HVAC, Water Heaters, Connected Abigail Daken Daken.Abigail@epa.gov

Commercial Food Service Equipment Tanja Crk Crk.Tanja@epa.gov

Lighting, fans, smart home Taylor Jantz-Sell Jantz-Sell.Taylor@epa.gov

Appliances Ga-Young Park Park.Ga-Young@epa.gov

Consumer Electronics, EV Chargers, Pool pumps James Kwon Kwon.James@epa.gov

IT and Datacenter Equipment Ryan Fogle Fogle.Ryan@epa.gov

Windows, Doors, Envelope Doug Anderson Anderson.Doug@epa.gov

Search All ENERGY STAR Specifications

Products Partner Resources

Announcements (e.g. product promotions)

Public notices (e.g. for comment)

ENERGY STAR Products Program:

• Strategic Vision and Guiding Principles

• SOP for Establishing and Revising Specifications
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Questions?
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A different kind of pole


