
 

  
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 
 

  OFFICE OF 
        AIR AND RADIATION 

 
 
 
January 10, 2025 
 
Dear ENERGY STAR® Furnace Stakeholder or Other Interested Party: 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is pleased to distribute the Final ENERGY STAR Version 5.0 
Furnace Specification. The EPA would like to acknowledge the ENERGY STAR stakeholders who have 
invested time and effort to ensure the successful completion of the Version 5.0 specification. The EPA 
has considered all stakeholder feedback carefully in developing this final specification. This letter 
summarizes the Agency’s final decisions regarding these new requirements and outlines the schedule 
for certifying products using Version 5.0. The effective date will be July 31, 2026. 
 
This specification revision ensures that the ENERGY STAR label continues to provide value to consumers 
by offering a choice of efficient models that deliver additional savings  
 
Since initiating the Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR specification revision for furnaces in April 2024, the EPA 
has released two drafts and held a webinar to collect feedback from stakeholders, as well as 
coordinated with the Department of Energy (DOE) to ensure the ENERGY STAR specification aligns with 
the DOE’s definitions and test methods used in minimum efficiency standards. The EPA received few 
comments on the Final Draft specification. One commenter supported the proposed gas requirements 
but advocated that the oil furnace requirements be relaxed. Three other commenters expressed their 
support for the EPA maintaining the regional distinction for ENERGY STAR gas furnaces but suggested 
alternative efficiency requirements. Two of these commenters also reiterated process concerns in 
particular related to public notice and comment, to EPA’s treatment of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
and to EPA’s reliance on DOE’s furnace standard.  We note that the EPA follows a standard process 
documented in the ENERGY STAR Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) which includes posting 
documents for review and comment by the general public on the ENERGY STAR website.  Further, while 
GHG emissions and DOE standards provide relevant context for the ENERGY STAR specification setting 
process, the key decision-making considerations for ENERGY STAR as a voluntary labeling program 
center around consumer value.  Consistent with ENERGY STAR Guiding Principles, EPA seeks to set 
performance requirements based on an analysis that balances energy bill savings, potential for a 
reasonable payback on investment and adequate selection of qualifying options.  EPA is maintaining the 
efficiency requirements for gas and oil furnaces as proposed because they offer the best option 
considering consumer payback and availability. This analysis is documented in the data package that was 
provided in support of the Final Draft proposal. A more extensive summary and response to the 
comments received are addressed in the Comment Response Matrix.  
 
The Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR furnace final specification is unchanged from the final draft. As a 
reminder, all documents related to this process are posted to the Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR Furnaces 
Specification Development webpage.  
 

https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/ENERGY%20STAR%20Version%205.0%20Furnaces%20Final%20Specification_0.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/ENERGY%20STAR%20Version%205.0%20Furnaces%20Final%20Specification_0.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/ENERGY%20STAR%20SOP%20-%20Revising%20or%20Establishing%20an%20ENERGY%20STAR%20Product%20Specification.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/ENERGY_STAR_Strategic_Vision_and_Guiding_Principles.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/ENERGY%20STAR%20Version%205.0%20Furnaces%20Final%20Draft%20Data%20Package.xlsx
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/ENERGY%20STAR%20Version%205.0%20Furnaces%20Final%20Draft%20Comment%20Response%20Matrix_0.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/furnace-version-5-pd
https://www.energystar.gov/furnace-version-5-pd


 

Timeline and Next Steps 
To facilitate a smooth transition to the new ENERGY STAR specification version by the effective date, 
EPA has established the following timeline: 
 

• Effective immediately, manufacturers may elect to have their Certification Body (CB) certify 
their eligible products to the Version 5.0 requirements.  

• On October 20, 2025, CBs will be instructed to stop certifying new product submittals to Version 
4.1.  

• Any furnaces manufactured as of July 31, 2026, must meet Version 5.0 requirements to bear the 
ENERGY STAR mark. All certifications of products to the Version 4.1 specification will be invalid 
for purposes of ENERGY STAR certification, and CBs will only submit product models certification 
to Version 5.0 to the EPA.  

 
Please direct any specific questions to Abigail Daken, EPA, at daken.abigail@epa.gov or 202-343-9375 
and Megan McNelly, ICF, at Megan.McNelly@icf.com. For test procedure inquiries, please contact Julia 
Hegarty, DOE, at julia.hegarty@ee.doe.gov. Thank you for your participation in the ENERGY STAR 
program. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Abigail Daken, Product Manager ENERGY STAR HVAC and Water Heating 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Enclosures:  
ENERGY STAR Version 5.0 Furnaces Final Specification 
ENERGY STAR Version 5.0 Furnaces Final Draft Comment Response Matrix 

mailto:daken.abigail@epa.gov
mailto:Megan.McNelly@icf.com
mailto:julia.hegarty@ee.doe.gov
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/ENERGY%20STAR%20Version%205.0%20Furnaces%20Final%20Specification_0.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/ENERGY%20STAR%20Version%205.0%20Furnaces%20Final%20Draft%20Comment%20Response%20Matrix_0.pdf

