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August 12, 2024

Ms. Ann Bailey Mitsubishi Electric Trane US

Director, ENERGY STAR Product Labeling 1340 Satellite Blvd.
Suwanee, GA 30024

Ms. Holly Tapani

ENERGY STAR HVAC Program

US Environmental Program Agency

Dear Ms. Bailey and Ms. Tapani,

Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US, a global manufacturer of highest efficiency all-climate heat pumps,
appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Proposed Recognition Criteria for Energy Star
Most Efficient 2025 in the category of Air Source Heat Pumps.

We enjoyed the EPA webinar updates and the consideration taken to adjust the criteria for air source
heat pumps to reflect best-in-class products and align with CEE criteria to alleviate confusion by
contractors and consumers around qualification for 25C tax credits. The ability to leverage the broadly
recognized and meaningful branding power of the Energy Star Most Efficient program in tandem with
CEE will increase awareness and uptake of available federal, state and utility incentives.

Understanding that the process for CEE to establish revised standards for 2025 is well underway, we
applaud the coordination EPA has taken with CEE staff since the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act
to establish coordinated rating levels that will drive the market toward higher efficiency models to best
serve consumers. We humbly offer our concise insights on the 2025 proposal for Air Source Heat Pumps:

o SEER2 set at 16.0 is appropriate. The impact will most keenly be felt on larger ducted and dual
fuel systems, but suitable numbers of solutions exist today in both categories to provide choices.

o HSPF2 levels are appropriate at 8.0 on split systems, and 8.5 cold climate models. These levels
pose the greatest challenge to single speed technology that is more prone to resort to electric
resistance heating, needlessly increasing consumer costs and energy demand at winter peak.

e Noting “TBD” for EER2, we applaud EPA’s reassessment of whether EER2 provides any value to
grid operators. Multiple studies including at ACEEE have shown that the greater culprit to HVAC
contributions to peak load remains the common massive oversizing of lower single speed
systems that never see full load operation but instead cycle on and off.

e We are strong advocates for CEE’s proposed EER2 at 9.0, a level that serves as a backstop, but
recognizes the benefits of variable speed heat pumps and does not penalize for better design
strategies that use less material and less refrigerant. We recognize that shifting Energy Star’s
EER2 all the way to 9.0 is significant, and so there may be loud voices to not be so bold. We still
think 9.0 is the right level, but not exceeding EER2 of 9.5 would preserve qualification for many
of the best ducted variable capacity options that ultimately will deliver the best outcomes.
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Again, we thank your efforts in administrating the Energy Star Most Efficient Product Labeling Program.
We know your work contributes to a better future for our communities, families, and planet. Please let
us know if you have any follow up questions or if we can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

D

Dana Fischer
Sr. Director of Regulatory Strategy
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