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May 16, 2024

Ms. Abigail Daken

ENERGY STAR® HVAC Program

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Submitted via e-mail: HVYAC@energystar.gov

RE: ENERGY STAR® Residential Furnaces Proposed Specification

Dear Ms. Daken:

Rheem Manufacturing Company (“Rheem”) appreciates the opportunity to submit the following
comments regarding proposed amendments to the ENERGY STAR Residential Furnaces Product
Specification, Draft 1 of Version 5.0.

Rheem is an industry leader for total heating, cooling, and water heating solutions and one of the few
global brands with product offerings covering residential and commercial heating, cooling, conventional
and hybrid storage water heaters, tankless water heaters, solar water heating systems, pool and spa
heaters, commercial boilers, residential hydronic and geothermal systems, indoor air quality accessories,
and replacement parts for all categories. Rheem, headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, manufactures in
Fort Smith, Arkansas; Montgomery, Alabama; Scottsboro, Alabama; Waterbury, Connecticut; and
Oxnard, California, and operates distribution facilities throughout the US, Canada, and many other
countries around the world.

Rheem would first like to thank the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for considering previous
manufacturer feedback on the proposed sunset! of the furnace program and the general sentiment that
ENERGY STAR recognition for furnaces is still useful and consistent with program principles.

Rheem appreciates the intent of adjustments to furnace criteria at this time, given the role of the
ENERGY STAR program in qualifying for federally funded rebates® expected to be available to consumers
over the next year. However, the revised requirements are exceedingly stringent and limit qualifying
models to a very small fraction of manufacturer offerings. Rheem believes that the current certification
rate of 47% represents a large number of duplicate certifications based on trade brand variations of the
same design. Shifting to criteria that have a current certification rate of 4.5% would mean that the
available models per brand would be much too low to be meaningful to consumers. Rheem suggests
instead to consider an AFUE level of 96% for gas furnaces, especially if the intention is to make the
requirement effective in 2026. An AFUE level of 97% should only be considered for implementation in
2027 or later to allow time for a suitable increase in qualifying models.

! https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/Furnace%20CAC%20Proposal.pdf
2 Section 50122: High-Efficiency Electric Home Rebate Program
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Rheem appreciates that EPA consolidates requirements into single, nation-wide criteria for equipment
categories and avoids climate-specific criteria.

We also thank EPA for their interest in dual fuel system ratings and performance and are eager to
support. We encourage EPA to work with stakeholders to develop criteria for dual fuel systems and to
address options for using the ENERGY STAR mark on furnaces that may or may not be installed as
backup to a heat pump.

Rheem continues to support a straightforward, performance-based efficiency program that highlights a
variety of highly efficient products and provides visibility of such to consumers. To that end, we
respectfully request that this feedback be considered and the criteria adjusted accordingly. Many
thanks to EPA for the opportunity to provide comments, and we look forward to continued
collaboration.

Sincerely,

Y. Sttt
k/ (/
Allison J. Skidd

Director, Global Regulatory Affairs — Air
Rheem Manufacturing Company

CC: Karen Meyers
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