
 
 

 

 

 

 

May 16, 2024 

 

Abigail Daiken 

HVAC Product Manager 

ENERGY STAR Program 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 

Washington, DC  20460 

 

Submission via HVAC@energystar.gov 

 

Re:  Comments of the Oilheat Manufacturers Association and the National Energy 

& Fuel Institute on EPA’s Draft Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR Furnace Specification 

 

Dear Ms. Daiken: 

 

The Oilheat Manufacturers Association (OMA) and the National Energy & Fuels 

Institute (NEFI) appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency’s (EPA) first draft of the Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR® Furnace 

Specification.1 

 

Taken together, OMA and NEFI represent businesses that manufacture, distribute, sell, 

install, and service liquid fuel (i.e., oil- and biofuel-fired) home heating appliances and 

equipment. Our members continue to provide warmth and comfort to more than 5.3 million 

homes in the United States - 90-percent of which are located Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 

regions.2 

 

In its draft version of the ENERGY STAR specification for furnaces, the EPA proposes 

to increase the required efficiency for oil furnaces to 87-percent Annual Fuel Utilization 

Efficiency (AFUE). The agency also proposes to require that “oil-fired furnaces must be certified 

to the UL 726 B20 specification” and “[w]ithin 6 months of B100 being published in UL 726, oil 

furnaces must be certified to B100.” Note, however, that the correct UL standard for oil-fired 

central furnaces is UL 727. 

 

The proposed biofuel requirement is consistent with recent market developments. Over 

the last 18-months, U.S. manufacturers of oil burners have introduced products to the market 

capable of operating on blends of up to 100-percent biodiesel (B100). As furnaces are certified 

 
1 ENERGY STAR® Program Requirements: Product Specification for Furnaces Eligibility Criteria, Draft 1 Version 5.0, 
published with a cover memo to ENERGY STAR partners on April 16, 2024. 
2 U.S. Census Bureau, 2022 American Community Survey, Primary Heating Fuels by Occupied Housing Units, five-
year average. 
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by UL for the same, they will become cost competitive in the marketplace and the expectation is 

that B100 products will be the only ones sold and installed in American homes in the near future. 

 

The heating sector is the largest consumer of energy in the typical American home and as 

such, provides a vital opportunity to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. As such, OMA and NEFI 

support the changes for oil systems in the draft document and align with the agency’s desire to 

rapidly reduce carbon in the heating sector through cost-effective and technologically feasible 

increases in system efficiencies and the deployment of higher blends of renewable heating fuels. 

OMA and NEFI members believe that doing so is in the best interest of not only their businesses 

and customers, but also broader U.S. energy and environmental security. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to submit comments on this proposal. For any further 

discussion, questions, or if additional information is required, please feel free to contact Don 

Farrel of OMA at (201) 650-4011 or dfarrell@oma-web.org, or Jim Collura of NEFI at (202) 

441-8857 or jim.collura@nefi.com. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 
    Don Farrell 

    Executive Director 

    Oilheat Manufacturers Association (OMA) 

 

 

 

      

     James M. Collura 

     Acting President & CEO 

National Energy & Fuels Institute (NEFI) 


