SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

M Pacific Gas and 4 SD GE" EDISON’

Electric company Energy for What's Ahead®

May 16, 2024

Abigail Daken, EPA Product Manager
ENERGY STAR for HVAC

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
William Jefferson Clinton Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Topic: ENERGY STAR® Version 5.0 Furnaces Draft 1 Specification
Dear Ms. Daken:

This letter comprises the comments of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), San Diego Gas and
Electric (SDG&E), and Southern California Edison (SCE), collectively referred to herein as the California
Investor-Owned Utilities (CA IOUs), in response to the United States (U.S.) in response to the United
States (U.S.) Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) first draft of the Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR®
furnace specification.

The CA 10Us comprise some of the largest utility companies in the nation, serving over 32 million
customers in the Western U.S. We are committed to helping customers reduce energy costs and
consumption, while striving to meet their evolving needs and expectations. Therefore, we advocate for
standards that accurately reflect the climate and conditions of our respective service areas.

The CA 10Us are concerned that by maintaining an ENERGY STAR specification for furnaces, even at the
high AFUE level that ENERGY STAR proposes, ENERGY STAR will signal to the market that furnaces
should continue to be incentivized. California’s efforts to decarbonize buildings — by promoting and
incentivizing heat pump technologies — will be undermined by EPA continuing to promote gas-fired
furnaces. Decarbonization of buildings will be critical toward meeting both state and national climate
goals. Therefore, we request that EPA continue to sunset the ENERGY STAR label for residential
furnaces, as heat pumps are generally feasible and cost-effective in most California climate zones.

The CA 10Us appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments regarding the first draft of the
Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR furnace specification. We thank EPA for its consideration and look forward to
the next steps in the process.



Sincerely,

Uy

Christopher Malotte
Sr. Manager, Codes and Standards
Southern California Edison

Rob Bohn
Manager, Codes & Standards
Pacific Gas and Electric Company

Kate Zeng

ETP/C&S/ZNE Manager

Customer Programs

San Diego Gas & Electric Company



