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CEE Members

More than 100 organizations in U.S. and 
Canada
Develop and administer voluntary ratepayer-
funded energy efficiency programs, primarily 
under supervision of public utility 
commissions 
In 2008 budgeted over $4.5 billion ($3.9 billion 
electric) to bring energy efficiency to the public
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Mission

CEE helps efficiency programs be 
more effective through 

enhanced communications and 
increased harmonization

to advance energy efficiency 
for the benefit of the public.
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Consumer Electronics Initiative

Goals:
• Facilitate energy efficiency programs in their efforts 

to increase the sale and market share of energy-
efficient consumer electronics 

• Develop a consistent definition of and criteria for 
energy efficiency in the consumer electronics 
product area, and to identify products that meet 
these criteria

Implemented by Consumer Electronics Committee 
with support of staff
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2008 Accomplishments

Developed program guidelines
• CEE Consumer Electronics 

Program Guide
Adopted CEE television 
specification
• Qualifying products list

Conducted industry outreach
• CEE Industry Partners meeting 

Worked with ENERGY STAR
• Specifications for televisions, 

computers, set-top boxes, 
displays

Consumer Electronics Program Guide  
 
Information on Voluntary Approaches for the Promotion of  
Energy Efficient Consumer Electronics  
Products and Practices 
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ENERGY STAR Version 3.0

Technology neutral
• Products of all technologies qualifying in 

strong quantities
“Lightening bolt” specification
• Additional power allowance for larger 

screen sizes
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Success

High market penetration
Strong participation from manufacturers and 
retailers
Energy efficiency program promotion

Washington Post
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Key Considerations for Version 3.1

Complete new specification as quickly as 
possible
Provide meaningful differentiation of most 
efficient products (top 25 percent on effective 
date of spec)
Remove additional power consumption 
allowance for larger screens
Address power consumption of large screen 
sizes
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Goals for Luminance Provisions

Maintain energy savings once consumer 
uses TV in the home
Ensure customer satisfaction with ENERGY 
STAR labeled televisions

Education may be part of the solution
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Future Performance Levels

Laudable goal
Cautionary notes regarding implications
• Should reflect current market conditions
• Predicting future performance is challenging
• What if we miss the mark?

Possible alternative
• Periodic scheduled specification review (e.g., 

annually) that matches industry’s product 
development timeline
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Contact

Margie Lynch
Program Manager
617-337-9277
MLynch@cee1.org
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