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Novembe r 10, 2010

Amanda Stevens

U.S. Environmenta l Protect ion Agency

ENERGY STAR App liance Program

1200 Pennsylvan ia Ave., MC 6202J

Washington, DC 20460

Re: Draft 1 Versio n 5.0 ENERGY STAR Product Specification for Residential Dishwasher

Dear Ms. Stevens:

On behalf of Samsung, I would like to submit the following comments on the Draft 1 Version 5.0 ENERGY

STAR Produ ct Specif icat ion for Residential Dishwashers.

SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS AMERICA. INC.
QA Lab America
18600 Broadwick Street
Rancho Dominguez. CA90220
TEL 310900 5230 FAX 310 537 5500

Cleaning Performance Requireme nts

Samsung does not have a recommendation for a cleaning performance test method at this time. This is
due to th e fact t hat Samsung has not been able to locate an accurate, repeatable cleaning performance
test pro cedu re.

EPA should not allow more th an one cleaning performance test . Cleaning performance measurements
must pro duce consiste nt and comparable result s- a challenge that multiple cleaning performance te st

may not ever overcom e.

EPA asked if data is available showing that certain test scores accurately predict consumer sat isfact ion
wi t h product cleaning performance. Samsung believes that additional, formali zed studies need to be
performed to evaluate customer satisfaction w ith product cleaning performance. Custome r sati sfaction

data, if any currently exists, would be limited and/or inconsist ent .

Energy and Water Consumpt ion Requirements

Samsung support s EPA in its effort s to update the ENERGY STAR Dishwasher specif icat ion to achieve it s

intended t arget of th e top 25% of products in the market, and believes that more-stringent energy and

water consumption requirements are needed to maintain that target. EPA est imate d t hat 81% of mod els

are current ly ENERGY STARqualified, but the proposed limits of 4.0 gallons/ cycle and 280 kWh/year fo r

standard dishwashers would refl ect only 10% of products on the market, wh ich is well below th e

intended target of 25%.

EPA recognized in t he ENERGY STAR Draft 1 v5 .0 Dishwashers Specification th at as energy and water

efficiency standards become more st ringent, dishwasher cleaning performance could suffer. Sam sung



agrees. Therefore, Samsung suggests that until an accurate, repeatable cleaning performance test

proce dure is developed and evaluated against different efficiency levels to ensure that cleaning

performance does not suffe r fo r a given energy and water consumption limit, EPA adopt a slightly less

st ringent energy and wate r consumpti on requirement.

EPA estimates t hat t he CEETier 2 requirement of 4.25 gallons/cycle and 295 kWh/ year reflects 16% of

products on the market. Although 16% is sti ll far from EPA's intended target of 25%, Samsung believ es

that it is more achievable in a one year t imeframe for many more brands th an th e proposed lim it s

where on ly 10 brands current ly quali fy . Considering issues of qualifiability for many brand s, inadequate

test met hods, and c1eana bility fo r to o stringent energy and water consumpt ion lim its, Samsung suggests

EPA adopt th e CEETier 2 lim its of 4.25 gallons/ cycle and 295 kWh/year, without cleaning performance

requirements, to be effe ct ive Fall 2011. EPA still reserves the option to consider cleaning performance

and ene rgy and water consumpti on limi ts revision in the future when adequate test methods and

cleanabil it y comparisons are availab le.

Smart Grid
Samsung supports the AHAM/Advocat e proposal for a 5% credit, in concept, for smart grid enabled
applia nces, but believes th at it is premature for EPA to consider the credit at thi s time. Smart grid
technologies, while many are in fina l stages, are still in infancy stages when it comes to deployment and
adopti on. Unt il a broad deployment, consistent adoption, and solid savings of smart grid is realized, EPA
should delay allowa nces fo r smart grid credi ts.

Samsung appreciates the opport unity to comment on the Draft 1 Version 5.0 ENERGY STAR Product
Specifi cat ion for Resident ial Dishwashers. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me
at 310-900-5245 or via email atmikem@sea.samsung.com.

Sincerely,

1Jzw(J/jJ;~ (§)
Michael Mos s

Director of Corporate Envi ronme ntal Affairs


