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[Insert partner name here] and the U.S. Department of Energy are Challenging Consumers to Make Every Day Earth Day by Retiring, Recycling and Replacing Their Old Appliances

[Contact City, State] – [insert partner name here] is partnering with the U.S. Department of Energy to encourage local residents to replace their old refrigerator, room air conditioner and dehumidifier in an environmentally responsible manner and replace them with ENERGY STAR(.  “By choosing ENERGY STAR qualified appliances,” says [insert organization representative name and title here] “consumers can lower their energy costs and make a real difference for the environment.”

[Insert recycling program/activity details here] 

The typical appliance contains sixty-five percent steel, which can be recycled into new appliances, cars, cans, and other steel products.  According to the Steel Recycling Institute, steel recycling saves enough energy annually to power 18 million households. But when a retired appliance is replaced with an ENERGY STAR qualified model, the energy savings are even greater.

Products that have earned the ENERGY STAR label are more energy efficient than other products on the market. ENERGY STAR qualified refrigerators, for example, use less electricity than a 75-watt light bulb left on continuously.  “The typical household spends $1,500 per year on energy bills,” says Richard Karney, ENERGY STAR Products Program Manager at the U.S. Department of Energy.  “With ENERGY STAR, you can save up to 30% per year on energy costs.”

The ENERGY STAR label appears on more than 40 kinds of consumer products. To learn more about ENERGY STAR, visit  http://www.energystar.gov or call 1-888-STAR-YES. For more information on recycling activities in your area, contact [insert name of your local recycling authority] at [insert contact information].
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