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http://www.lamprecycling.com/store/category/?id=21
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• Covering the cost is biggest challenge
• Internally financing isn’t feasible
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Lamp Type Fee Range 

CFLs: $0.35 - $2.00 per lamp (averages ~$0.50 - $0.75 per lamp)

Linear Tubes: $0.05 - $0.83 per linear foot 

Circulars and U-Tubes: $0.35 - $0.95 per lamp 

HID, metal halide and 
mercury vapor 

$0.95 - $2.17 per lamp 

 



Cost-recovery MechanismsCost-recovery Mechanisms

Option: Free to customer 
Description: Retailer absorbs cost of recycling for 

customers as a business cost without 
increasing the purchase price of the lamp; 
sometimes covered by local government as 
well. 

Advantages: Is an effective public relations tactic and limits 
the time demands required on staff to 
implement some of the other fee options. 

Disadvantages: Little certainty of annual financial impact. 
 



Cost-recovery MechanismsCost-recovery Mechanisms

Option: Free to customer with purchase of 
fluorescent lamp 

Description: Retailer accepts fluorescent lamp for recycling 
with proof of purchase of a new lamp. 

Advantages: Helps ensure that foot traffic related to lamp 
disposal is resulting in new sales of energy-
efficient lighting.  

Disadvantages: This process can be challenging to enforce 
from a customer service perspective (i.e., it 
loses much of the “convenience” appeal). 

 



Cost-recovery MechanismsCost-recovery Mechanisms

Option: End-of-life fee 
Description: Retailer passes its cost of disposal to the 

customer using a designated price per bulb: 
• Straight pass through (i.e., if the recycler 

charges $0.50 per lamp, the customer is 
charged that amount)  

• Can factor in other costs, such a labor and 
cost of floor space   

Advantages: Minimizes the financial impact on the retailer.  

Disadvantages: Loses some of the “convenience” appeal for the 
customers, and requires additional staff time to 
complete the transaction. 
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Option: Advanced recovery fee 
Description: A small fee (e.g., $0.10 or $0.15) is added to the 

cost of new lamps purchased by all customers 
and goes into the retailer’s “recycling fund”.  

Advantages: Helps to minimize the retailer’s financial risk 
while maximizing the most convenient system 
for the customers (i.e., the customer simply 
drops off the lamp at the designated location). 
This option also minimizes time demands on 
staff.  

Disadvantages: The initial price of the fluorescent lamp 
increases, essentially making the incandescent 
lamp more attractive to price-conscious 
consumers.  
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