
Comments Via E-Mail From Danny Orlando, EPA Region 4 
 
BOP Path 
 

1) At least for the 40 gallon water heater (gas) and possibly the others, the 
spec should be a minimum of 0.63 EF… Anything lower than 0.61 just 
doesn't seem to make sense (across all sizes) in a home to be called 
Energy Star. 

 
2) For Climate Zones (1-4) from South Atlanta north the gas heating minimum 

should be 80AFUE variable speed dual stage.  This is a standard available 
model and makes a huge difference in filtration, temperature variability, 
comfort, fan energy use, and noise level.  An 80 AFUE is just very average. 

 
FYI - in Atlanta, if you have only a heat pump, you will be cold or you will be 
setting the unit to emergency strip heat mode during part of the winter. 
 


