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August 17, 2005 

 

Sam Rashkin, R.A. 
National Director Energy Star for Homes 
US EPA (MC 6202J) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC  20460 
 
Sam: 
 
Thanks for coming to California to discuss how Energy Star Homes is evolving with the 
building industry, the utilities, and interested parties.  ConSol is a supplier of professional 
design and inspection services to the residential new construction market in the hot and dry 
climate prevalent in the southwest.  In terms of new homes, ConSol is one of the larger 
Energy Star partners.  In 2004, ConSol completed over 12,000 homes and contracted an 
additional 22,000 homes into our ComfortWise® program, which supports the Energy Star 
program and exceeds Energy Star requirements. 
 
I was very disappointed that the utilities recommended that in 2006, the Energy Star Home 
Program in California not require either the Thermal Bypass Checklist, or tight HVAC ducts.  
This would define California Energy Star as a program that is below the proposed national 
Energy Star guidelines.  California home builders want to be leaders and exceed the code, 
not fall below national guidelines.  ConSol strongly recommends that the Thermal Bypass 
Checklist and tight HVAC ducts be required for Energy Star Homes in California.  EPA 
should require the California version of each – California Energy Commission Protocols for 
Quality Insulation Installation and HVAC ducts that leak less than six percent. 
 
Additionally, some builders have experienced litigation regarding non-Energy Star 
appliances in Energy Star Homes, especially the air-conditioner.  We strongly recommend 
that EPA adopt the cooling equipment recommendations for Energy Star homes in hot 
climates for California, which advise air-conditioning efficiency that surpasses the national 
requirement.  We strongly believe that use of non-Energy Star appliances, primarily air- 
conditioners, is a fatal flaw for Energy Star Homes.  In fact, Energy Star Homes should 
represent sound construction practices, such as the use of right-sized air-conditioners, as 
well as the top tier in equipment efficiency, such as a 14 SEER air-conditioner. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
   /s/ 
 
Michael G. Hodgson 
President 
 
Cc:  Robert Raymer, CBIA Technical Director 
   Eric Borsting, NAHB Energy Committee Chair  


