
 American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 
WASHINGTON, DC 

 
       August 19, 2005 
 
Jonathan Passe 
Energy Star Homes 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania SW 
Washington, DC  20460 
 
Dear Jonathan, 
 
I am writing to comment on the draft new Energy Star Home spec.  I am writing on behalf of the 
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE).  My comments are brief, as due 
to vacations, some of our key staff on these issues are out. 
 
In general, ACEEE is supportive of the changes that EPA proposes to make to the specification 
for site-built homes.  With the change in the RESNET guidelines, it is appropriate for EPA to 
revise this specification.  However, we believe that the detailed comments on this new 
specification by RESNET generally have merit and ask that you give these comments careful 
consideration. 
 
While the changes for site-built houses are very useful, we are dismayed that manufactured 
housing specifications are not being upgraded in a similar fashion.  Manufactured housing 
includes “double wides” and other fairly large units that compete directly with site-built housing.  
The specifications for both types of housing should be comparable. 
 
Most importantly, we think it is essential that the baseline manufactured home be one that 
complies with the minimum efficiency standards for central air conditioners and heat pumps that 
take effect in January, 2006.  Adjusting the baseline will require 30% savings beyond legal 
requirements.  If the baseline is not adjusted, the new federal requirements will generally reduce 
energy use by 20% or more, nearly bringing manufactured homes into compliance with the 
Energy Star spec merely by following the law.  In such a situation, we expect most manufactured 
homes to earn the Energy Star label, even when they are much less efficient than Energy Star 
site-built homes.  This, in our opinion, will undermine the value of the Energy Star label, with 
deleterious impacts for the Energy Star program.  Such a step will also have a high cost to the 
U.S. Treasury, as under the just-passed Energy Policy Act of 2005, Energy Star manufactured 
homes are eligible for a $1000/unit tax incentive. 
 
Please let either me or Bill Prindle (our Deputy Director) know if you have any questions about 
these comments.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Steven M. Nadel 
Executive Director 

1001 Connecticut Avenue N.W. • Suite 801 • Washington, D.C. 20036 • (202) 429-8873 / FAX (202) 429-2248 


