
Sam Rashkin 
Environmental Protection Agency 
ENERGY STAR Homes 
401 M Street S.W. (6202J) 
Washington, DC 20460 
         April 28, 2005 

Re.: National Specifications for ENERGY STAR Qualified Homes 

Dear Sam: 

On behalf of the Northeast HERS Alliance, we would like to provide our comments regarding 
the 2006 ENERGY STAR Qualified Homes Specifications.  We appreciate the opportunity to 
lend the collective voices from 34 active HERS providers, raters and programs who make up 
the membership of the Alliance.  We also appreciate the time taken by your staff (Jonathan 
Passe) in working with us to better understand and explain your proposal. 

We would like to provide four primary comments, which follow.  In addition, we also support 
the “Response of Several Northeast Region ENERGY STAR Program Implementers” position 
paper (attached), which provides additional detail and suggestions.  Our main comments 
include the following: 

1.	 Fixed HERS Score: We feel strongly that, by not including a fixed HERS score as the 
threshold for ENERGY STAR qualification, we leave raters open to too much 
interpretation and gaming.  RESNET has spent years tightening up the HERS reference 
home definition and aligning it with IECC.  We suggest that EPA utilize that good work 
and determine a single or multiple minimum HERS scores as the ENERGY STAR 
qualifying threshold. 

2.	 Expanded Score: With all of the changes that will be occurring in 2006, we feel that this 
is the time to introduce and utilize the “expanded HERS score.”  EPA, states, and 
programs are all focused on capturing as much of the energy savings as possible in homes, 
and the expanded score will help us do a much better job going after those savings than 
would the “classic score”. In fact, with all of the changes occurring in 2006, the classic 
score will no longer be close to the current HERS score, and thus will only serve to add to 
the market confusion.  In addition, the EPA is clearly sending a signal with this proposal 
that lighting and appliances are increasing in importance to the ENERGY STAR Qualified 
Homes program.  While all of these changes are occurring, make the change to the 
expanded score now, knowing that is where the industry is already headed. 
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3.	 Minimum Requirements: We fully support most of the minimum requirements that you 
have suggest in the 2006 proposal. Given that we want to ensure that an ENERGY STAR 
Home is tight and does not have thermal or distribution deficiencies, we suggest the 
following minimum requirements be included for the performance/HERS path, as well as 
for the prescriptive/BOPs path: 

a.	 Thermal Bypass Checklist; 
b.	 Maximum house air leakage rate that matches the prescriptive standard; and 
c.	 10% (of house square footage) duct leakage. 

4.	 Grandfathering: In order to allow a reasonable transition period and still maintain builder 
relationships, we feel strongly that a grandfathering period needs to be implemented.  We 
suggest that currently participating builders have at least one year from January 2006 to 
complete the homes they have under construction to the current standards unless a state or 
program has a legal or contractual commitment to builders on specific properties that 
differs from this. 

We look forward to continuing to work with you in support of ENERGY STAR Homes, and 
would be happy to answer any questions or provide clarification on any of our suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Faesy 
President 

cc: Jonathan Passe, EPA
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MEMBERS 2005 

Accredited Training Providers 
Conservation Services Group 

Performance Systems Development 


Accredited Providers 
Building Performance Contractors' Association (BPCA), NY 
Competitive Resources, Inc., CT 
Conservation Services Group, MA 
EAM Associates, NJ 
EIC, Inc., PA 
Energy Services Group, DE 
Honeywell DMC, MA 
HORIZON - Residential Energy Services, NH 
MaGrann Associates, NJ 
New Hampshire Electric Cooperative 
NSPECTS, VA 
Performance Systems Development, NY 
Steve Winter Associates, Inc., CT 
Vermont Energy Investment Corporation, VT 

Raters 
Bruce Bennett, GDS Associates, Inc., NH 
Steve Bowcock, CT Home Energy Consulting Services, LLC, CT 
Larry Nowicki, Ideal Energy Solutions, NY 
Dan Pease, Energy Resource Group Technologies, Inc., CT 
Bill Smith, Building Diagnostics, NH  
Kevin Stack, Northeast Natural Homes, NY 

Associate Members 
Building Performance Institute, NY 

Center for Ecological Technology, MA 

Energy Federation Incorporated, MA

Glenn C. Haynes, Rater, CT 

Kevin Hanlon, Rater, NH 

Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, MA 

RESNET, CA 


HERS Programs 
Cape Light Compact, MA 
Efficiency Vermont, VT 
Joint Management Committee, MA 
Long Island Power Authority, NY 
New Jersey Energy Star Homes Programs 
NY State Energy Research and Development Authority 
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