
USING THE DESIGNED TO EARN THE  
ENERGY STAR CERTIFICATION GRAPHIC:  
COMMERCIAL BUILDING DESIGN PROJECTS

CORRECT USE
This graphic indicates that the estimated 
energy use for the design meets strict  
criteria set by the U.S. EPA. It may be used 
by the Architect of Record and the building 
owner in their promotional materials for those 
projects that achieve Designed to Earn the 
ENERGY STAR. 

Examples of common uses of the Designed  
to Earn the ENERGY STAR Certification 
Graphic are shown on the following page.  
The graphic is available in both horizontal  
and vertical formats. 

In addition to the ENERGY STAR Mark 
Guidance found on pages 4.0 - 4.1 of  
the ENERGY STAR Identity Guidelines,  
please abide by the following guidelines 
when using the Designed to Earn the  
ENERGY STAR Graphic.

INCORRECT USE
• �Do not use as a designation for an EPA or 

ENERGY STAR partnership or endorsement.

• �Do not use to imply that any organization 
has met the ENERGY STAR performance 
criteria. 

• �Do not use on a product or product 
packaging (the ENERGY STAR Certification 
Mark should be used to identify a qualified 
product).

• �Do not use in a way that could be 
misconstrued to indicate that an existing 
building has earned the ENERGY 
STAR certification for its actual energy 
performance. (the ENERGY STAR 
Certification Mark should be used to 
identify a certified building).

• �Do not use in advertisements or other 
promotional materials (either print or 
electronic), that are not associated with 
projects that achieved Designed to Earn the 
ENERGY STAR.

• �Do not use as a standalone promotion for 
properties more than 24 months after (for 
building owners only):

	� • ��the certificate of occupancy has been 
issued for the completed project or 

	 • �the date on the Statement of Energy 
Design Intent for design projects that 
were never constructed.

• �Do not use on stationery, such as 
letterhead, correspondence documents,  
or business cards.

• �Do not use on cars, vans, or other vehicles.

The Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR Certification Graphic is awarded to Architects of  
Record who are partners in EPA’s ENERGY STAR program for design projects that score  
75 or higher on EPA’s energy performance scale.
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• �Advertisements or other promotional 
materials, either print or electronic, which 
are specific to the certified design. The 
graphic should be located adjacent to the 
project description or building design that 
achieved ENERGY STAR certification; 1

• �Case studies or other project materials only 
if the document refers exclusively to the 
specified project; 2

• �Directly on certified building plans, adjacent 
to the building name in the title block. 3

USES OF THE DESIGNED TO EARN THE ENERGY STAR CERTIFICATION  
GRAPHIC INCLUDE: 


