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About ENERGY STAR Challenge:          

2012 Race to DC 
 

• The Challenge is an ongoing call to action for 
architecture firms to incorporate energy 
efficiency in their projects to achieve Designed 
to Earn the ENERGY STAR certification.  
 

• The Race is a friendly competition among 
three regions of the US. 
 

• The region that submits the most projects to 
achieve the Designed to Earn the ENERGY 
STAR certification – WINS!  

 



The Challenge Regions 
 

The Wild West, Big Easy Central and East Coast  
– Each region covers a variety of climate zones, businesses, and industries.  

 

ENERGY STAR Challenge Regions 
2012 Race to DC as of 01.03.12  

The region receives one 
point for each project 
approved for Designed to 
Earn the ENERGY STAR 
certification:  

– project location is 
determined by zip code 

 

 



AIA Chapter Regions 
 

AIA Chapters are also grouped into the three US 
regions for competing in the Race.   

 

AIA Regional Chapters  



The Criteria 

• Projects that score 75 or higher on the EPA energy 
performance scale using Target Finder are eligible for 
Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR certification 
and will be counted in the Race to DC competition. 
 

• The Architect of Record is responsible for applying for 
Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR. 
 

• Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR applications 
must be submitted to EPA on or before April 4, 2012. 
 



Promote the Race to DC   

Action Items   
– Post Web button or banner on Chapter website 
– Send email to members and announce the Race 
– Advertise Target Finder training; members can earn 

1.0 AIA credit for SD/HSW or CEU 
– Print postcards and distribute at Chapter events 
– Check the regional stats map to see how your region 

is doing and who’s in the Race 
 

Web Banner 



On the Web 
• Get ahead of the competition, learn how at:  

www.energystar.gov > Building and Plants >  

Commercial Building Design > Challenge: Architects  
 

• Who’s – In the 2012 Race to DC? 
– Download the Web banner or button from Race to DC Toolkit 
– Post button or banner to your website and tweet about it 
– Send us an email with the link to where on your website you are 

promoting the Race, and you’re IN! 
 

• Contact Us: buildingdesign@cadmusgroup.com   
 

    
 

http://www.energystar.gov/�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.architects_challenge�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.architects_challenge�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.challenge_race_dc�
mailto:buildingdesign@cadmusgroup.com?subject=We're in the 2012 Race to DC�
mailto:buildingdesign@cadmusgroup.com�


Race to DC Toolkit 

 Promotional Materials   
• Web Banner and Button    
• Promotional Language for the Race 

– Text document   
– HTML  email 

• Race to DC Postcard  
• Social Media Events  

– Follow us on Twitter @EnergyStarBldgs 
– Facebook: Ten projects will be chosen for the 

Facebook Favorite Contest 

• ENERGY STAR Logo Guidelines 
– Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR   

 

Web Button 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cbd_guidebook.cbd_guidebook_apply_3�


Race to DC Toolkit 

 Training, Resources and Tools 
• Target Finder Training Sessions  
• Target Finder  
• Target Finder Brochure 
• Applying for Designed to Earn the 

ENERGY STAR 
• How to Apply for Designed to Earn the 

ENERGY STAR Brochure 
• Building Design Profile   
• Architects and Projects Listing 

Target Finder Brochure 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.new_bldg_design_classes�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.bus_target_finder�
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/tools_resources/new_bldg_design/2009_Target_Finder_Brochure.pdf�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cbd_guidebook.cbd_guidebook_apply_1�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cbd_guidebook.cbd_guidebook_apply_1�
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/downloads/DEES_how_to_apply.pdf�
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/downloads/DEES_how_to_apply.pdf�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.project_adlai_stevenson�
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=new_bldg_design.top_design_firms�


Celebrate  
• EPA will honor the Race to DC 

projects, A/E firms and 
chapters/organizations from the 
winning Region at the 2012 AIA 
National Convention 
– Host recognition event with AIA and 

EPA officials   
– Feature all projects at the ENERGY 

STAR Gallery 

• Highlight A/E firms and projects 
in ENERGY STAR program 
materials 
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