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New York’s benchmarking ordinance impacts 2% of the buildings 
that represent 50% of the built area 

KEY FEATURES OF ORDINANCE: 

•	 Applies to all types of properties > 50,000 
sq. ft. 

•	 Captures 15,300* properties and 2.6 
billion sq. ft. 

•	 Part of the Greener, Greater Buildings 
Plan, which includes mandatory 
audits, RCx, commercial tenant 
metering, & lighting upgrades 

• Annual requirement 

• Public disclosure 

• Requires both energy and water use 

* Includes 12,600 private sector & 2,700 public sector buildings 



  

 

  

 

The first year’s compliance rates were very high – 75% 

New York now has data on 

12,000 large properties 

equaling over 2 Billion sq ft. 



 
Consultants played a major role in the benchmarking, which 
represented dozens of new jobs 



 
New York cities buildings perform significantly above the 
national average, but are in line with the Northeast 



 
 

The very wide range of energy use indicates that significant 
citywide savings will be very cost effective. 



 
 

We can target the worst performing neighborhoods, which use 
more than twice the energy per square foot as the best 



 
 

We can see other patterns -- how age impacts energy use, water 
usage, etc. 



 

 

 

 

 

We are at the beginning of a knowledge revolution that is going to 
happen very quickly ... next steps 

This information on 

building systems 

will enable us to 

make much more 

sense of the bench-

marking scores 


