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March 26, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Jeffco Public Schools named first-ever winner 

of EPA energy efficiency and indoor air quality awards


The Environment Protection Agency (EPA) is naming Jeffco Public Schools an Energy Star® Partner of the Year today at a ceremony in Washington D.C. for its outstanding commitment to pollution prevention through implementing strategic energy management, thereby protecting the environment and strengthening the district’s bottom line.


Not only is Jeffco Public Schools the only school district among the 30 organizations nationwide earning a 2002 Energy Star® Partner award, it’s also the only organization in the EPA’s history to earn both the Energy Star® Partner award and the Indoor Air Quality Excellence Award (2001) for being one of the national leaders in improving air quality in schools, dispelling a myth that energy efficiency leads to less healthy buildings. 


“The achievements at Jefferson County Public Schools prove that good indoor air quality and energy efficiency go hand in hand to create healthy, high-performance schools,” said Kathleen Hogan, director of EPA's Climate Protection Partnerships Division. “Jefferson County’s students, teachers, and staff spend their days in schools where the physical environment promotes learning through good lighting, healthy indoor air, and a comfortable environment. At the same time, the energy efficiency of the buildings allows more resources to go directly to education and helps decrease outdoor air pollution.”

In fact, the annual savings among Jeffco’s 41 Energy Star schools alone equates to: keeping 7,563 cars off the road; planting 1,567 acres of trees; saving $457,246 in utility expenses; and reducing the emission of 7,995,555 pounds of carbon dioxide, 86,438 pounds of sulfur dioxide, and 7,817 pounds of nitrogen oxide. 


In 2000 alone, Americans, with the help of Energy Star® and its business partners, helped save enough energy to power ten million homes and reduce air pollution equivalent to taking ten million cars off the road. 


“Jeffco Public Schools is pleased to partner with Energy Star® on this important effort,” said Jane Hammond, superintendent. “As a partner, we operate more efficiently and cost-effectively and have been able to carry these savings directly to our bottom line. We’re also proud of the positive effects these efforts have on the environment.”

###

For information, contact Joe Bolton, executive director, facilities management, Jeffco Public Schools, 303-982-2240. 

