Sample Letter to Local Officials/Stakeholders Regarding Your Participation in

EPA’s 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition
Dear __                                  _____:

[ NAME OF BUILDING/FACILITY], owned/managed by [ORGANIZATION], has been selected to participate in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA's) ENERGY STAR National Building Competition: Battle of the Buildings to help improve the energy efficiency of commercial buildings and protect the environment. In the spirit of popular weight-loss competitions, [NAME OF BUILDING/FACILITY] will battle it out against hundreds of other teams from buildings across the country to work off the waste through improvements in energy efficiency with help from EPA’s ENERGY STAR program. 
We’re contacting you to let you know how excited we are about our selection for the 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition, and we hope you will help us encourage the local community to follow along with us during the competition. News of our selection as a competitor in the 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition is not to be shared externally until the EPA press release is issued on May 2, 2011. Once EPA kicks-off the competition on May 2nd, I hope you will join us in spreading the world of our involvement as widely as possible.
The 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition includes 245 teams from 26 different types of commercial buildings - such as retail stores, schools, hotels, and museums - that hail from 33 states and the District of Columbia. Eleven buildings are 100 years old or greater, the smallest building is just over 6,000 square feet, and fifteen buildings cover more than 1 million square feet of floor space with the largest totaling nearly 3 million square feet.
[INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION AND FACILITY]
As a competitor in the 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition, we will measure and track our building's monthly energy consumption using EPA's ENERGY STAR online energy tracking tool, Portfolio Manager; make improvements to our building's energy performance; and share our progress. Of the initial pool of 245 competitors, a small group of buildings will be selected as finalists in July. Among the finalists, the building that demonstrates the greatest percentage-based reduction in energy use intensity will be recognized as the winner on November 2, 2011. We hope you will be available to join us in the winner’s circle in November!
As the 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition spokesperson, actor John Corbett will provide energy saving tips and encouragement through videos posted on the competition website. The 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition spokesperson is provided by jcpenney, EPA's co-sponsor for these events. The competition website will also feature a flash media wall with photos of all of the competitors, a live Twitter feed, and a Competitor Forum for exchanging ideas and strategies.

This is a great opportunity for us to highlight our community as a leader in energy efficiency. I hope you will cheer us on as we participate in the 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition, and spread the world of the important work we are doing to save energy and protect the environment. You and other members of the community can track our progress, watch videos, and meet some of our competitors on EPA’s website: www.energystar.gov/BattleOfTheBuildings. 
Please contact me at ___________________________ if you have any questions or if you would like to participate in any activities celebrating our involvement in the 2011 ENERGY STAR National Building Competition.
Sincerely,

____                                                 ____
