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Introduction 

• Final Version 6.0 Program Requirements 
released September 10, 2013 

• Version 6.0 effective date is June 2, 2014 

• Version 6.1 Revision 

– Goal is to complete Version 6.1 development in 
time to align with the Version 6.0 effective data 
above.  

– Proposing to expand scope to include Two-In-
One and Slate/Tablet products 
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Written Comments 

• In addition to making verbal comments during today’s 

call, stakeholders are encouraged to submit written 

comments to computers@energystar.gov    

 

 

 

 
• EPA and DOE thank stakeholders in advance for any 

final comments.  

 

 

 

Comment Deadline 

Friday, January 10, 2014 
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ENERGY STAR BCS Update  

• EPA has proposed to sunset the ENERGY 
STAR BCS program for the following 
reasons: 

– Limited additional, cost-effective savings are 
available 

• Aggressive CEC requirements established 

– Presence of California Energy Commission 
(CEC) can serve as backstop  

• Continuing to allow labeling in light of CEC 
requirements would be misleading to consumers 

– Challenges in cost of administering the program 
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CEC Active Slate/Tablet Data 
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BCS Impact on Slates/Tablets  

• Original suggestion was to address 

Slates/Tablets in the ENERGY STAR 

Version 6.1 Computers Specification 

revision by applying BCS requirements 

• BCS requirements do not provide 

meaningful differentiation based on current 

CEC active requirements for “Group 1” 

and “Group 2” products  

– Products with Eb between 2 Wh → 100 Wh 
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ENERGY STAR Version 6.1 

Computers Specification Revision 

1. New definitions and scope expansion 

2. Testing in accordance with existing 

Notebook testing procedure 

– Requires revisions / additional guidance 

3. Determining categorization of Two-In-One 

and Slate/Tablet products and applying 

Notebook efficiency criteria as appropriate 
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Version 6.1 Draft Definitions  
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Definitions Questions  

• Are there other sources that EPA should 
review for input on the current list of 
definitions? 

• Is the current Slate/Tablet definition 
comprehensive enough? Is it in sync with 
the market?  

• Are there suggestions for defining hardware 
differences between Notebooks and 
Slate/Tablets for requirement purposes? 
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Version 6.1 Scope 

• EPA proposes to add Two-In-One and 

Slate/Tablet products into scope 

• Any products with a diagonal 

measurement less than 6.5 inches (e.g. 

smartphones) would remain out of scope 

in Version 6.1 
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Scope Questions 

• Are there concerns with removing devices 

with a diagonal screen size of less than 

6.5 inches from scope in Version 6.1? 

• Are there existing or planned products that 

would fall under the Slate/Tablet scope 

inclusion, but also under the non-PC 

based point-of-sale products scope 

exclusion? 
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Version 6.1 Testing Proposal  

• Use notebook test methodology (with 

necessary edits) to test Two-In-One and 

Slate/Tablet products: 

– DOE initial assessment is that the current 

Notebook test method can be applied to 

Slates/Tablets with relatively minor edits to the 

existing test method 

– EPA/DOE will work with stakeholders to 

address any concerns or perceived technical 

limitations of the current test method 
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Testing Questions 

• Are there significant technical limitations 

that prevent Slates/Tablets from being 

successfully tested using the TEC metric 

for Notebooks found in Version 6.0? 

• Are there devices proposed for scope 

inclusion that are not a good fit for the 

existing test method? 
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Proposed Efficiency Criteria for 

Version 6.1 

• Two-In-One Computers and Slates/Tablets 
which contain notebook level processing 
capability: 

– Follow appropriate notebook category in Table 
6 of the Version 6.0 Computers Specification, 
based on installed hardware 

• Slates/Tablets which use hardware not 
typically associated with Notebooks (e.g. 
ARM processors) would fall under the “0” 
category in Table 6 mentioned above  
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Proposed Categorization for 

Version 6.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• RISC based Slates/Tablets (e.g. ARM) 
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Mode Weightings for Version 6.1 

 

 

 

 

 

• Two-In-One and Slate/Tablet products without 

sleep mode will be treated similarly to existing 

products in scope of Version 6.0 which do not 

have sleep mode  

– Replace TSLEEP with TLONG_IDLE 20 



TEC in Version 6.1 

• ETEC shall be less than or equal to ETEC_MAX 

• Use Equation 1 to calculate ETEC: 
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Functional Adders in Version 6.1 

• Adders for graphics, memory, storage, integrated display 

are calculated from Table 7 
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Functional Adders in Version 6.1 

 

 

 

• Additional information for enhanced-performance 

integrated displays can be obtained from Equation 3 

below: 
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TECMAX in Version 6.1 

• Use Equation 2 to calculate ETEC_MAX: 
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Questions on Mobile All-In-One 

Desktop Computers 

• How prevalent are these products?  

• How are these products currently handled? 

• How to separate from Notebooks 

– What is the definition of limited portability vs. 

portability? 

 

 

26 



Open Comment 

• EPA would now like to open up the line for 

any general comments from stakeholders. 
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Timelines 

• EPA proposes the following timeline: 

 Version 6.1 Memo Comment Deadline  January 10, 2014 

 Version 6.1 Draft Specification Document  February 2014 

 Version 6.1 Final Specification Document  Late Spring 2014 

 Version 6.0 and 6.1 Effective Date  June 2, 2014 
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Comments and Questions 

• Please send feedback to computers@energystar.gov 

 

 

 

• Questions can also be sent directly to:  
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Comment Deadline 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

John Clinger 

ICF International 

(215) 967-9407 

John.Clinger@icfi.com  

Robert Meyers 

EPA, ENERGY STAR 

(202) 343-9923 

Meyers.Robert@epa.gov   

or 

mailto:computers@energystar.gov
mailto:John.Clinger@icfi.com
mailto:Meyers.Robert@epa.gov


Thank you! 

Allen Tsao 

Navigant Consulting, Inc. 

(213) 670-2719 

Allen.Tsao@navigant.com 

Bryan Berringer 

DOE, ENERGY STAR 

(202) 586-0371 

Bryan.Berringer@ee.doe.gov  

Thomas Bolioli 

Terra Novum, LLC 

(781) 334-4074 

tbolioli@terranovum.com   

Stephanie Gupana 

Navigant Consulting, Inc. 

(202) 973-4502 

Stephanie.Gupana@navigant.com 
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