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Septemb er 21, 2010 

Dear ENERGY STAAR® Set-top BBox Manufaacturer, Servvice Providerr, or Other Innterested Parrty: 

The U.S.  Environmenntal Protectiion Agency ((EPA) welcoomes your innput on the aattached Draaft 2 
Version 33.0 ENERGYY STAR Sett-top Box (SSTB) Eligbiliity Requiremments and Teest Method and 
Manufacturer / Serviice Provider Partner Commmitment doocuments. EEPA would liike to 
acknowleedge the manny ENERGYY STAR stakkeholders whho have inveested substanntial time annd 
effort oveer the past seeveral monthhs to contribbute detailedd feedback annd updated pproduct 
performaance data to ffurther inforrm the speciffication deveelopment proocess. 

Followinng the releasee of the first draft Versioon 3.0 speciffication in eaarly 2010, EPPA has host ed an 
in-personn stakeholder meeting, ppublished a ddiscussion doocument aboout Service PProvider topiics, 
and held a follow-up  conference call to discuuss ENERGYY STAR STBB efficiencyy targets for 22011 
and 20133. EPA has aalso met withh industry reepresentativees in person and over thee phone on 
several ooccasions to ddiscuss key topics in greeater detail. 

Concurreent to these eevents, EPA has also beeen engaged iin the revisioon of all exissting producct 
specificaations in prepparation for tthe planned December 330, 2010 impplementationn of ENERGGY 
STAR Ennhanced Tessting and Veerification, deetails of whiich can be foound at 
www.eneergystar.govv/testingandvverification.  Several impportant changes have beeen made to tthe 
style andd formatting of all ENERRGY STAR cconsumer ellectronics El igibility Reqquirements aand 
Test Metthods as a re sult of this pprogram-widde effort. Thee Set-top Boox Eligibilityy Requiremeents 
and Test Method disttributed todaay reflect chaanges from bboth the mosst recent STBB stakeholdeer 
discussioons and the EEnhanced Teesting and Verification uupdates.  Impportant modiifications froom 
Draft 1 too Draft 2 Veersion 3.0 incclude: 

•	 AAnnual Typiccal Energy CConsumptionn (TEC) allowwances and requirementts for selection of 
alllowances haave been upddated based on further annalysis of prroducts curreently on the 
mmarket. 

•	 AA new definittion for “Deep Sleep Staate” has beenn added to thhe documentt to support 
EEPA’s goal oof encouraginng the impleementation o f low-powerr Sleep states in qualifiedd 
STB productss. Two uniqque benefits ffor Deep Sleeep have beeen proposed::  First, serviice 
prroviders whoo deploy prooducts with DDeep Sleep aare rewardedd with a 1.5XX multiplier to 
coount towards their annuaal purchase rrequirement . Second, maanufacturerss who includde 
DDeep Sleep fuunctionality that is enablled by defauult are rewardded with a mmodified TECC 
eqquation for uuse in meetinng product qqualification criteria. 

•	 DDetailed equaations and daata tables haave been addded to the speecification too clarify 

reequirements and to incorrporate TECC benefits forr Deep Sleepp state.
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•	 An incentive for has been added for service providers who deploy Thin-client devices. 
EPA has proposed a 1.5X multiplier to count towards the annual purchase requirement 
for each purchased Thin-client STB. 

•	 The Advanced Video Processing and Home Network Interface definitions have been 
modified to include an explicit list of protocols that meet the definition and intent of each 
function under the TEC approach. 

•	 The “Additional Tuner” adder has been re-named “Multi-stream” to allow IP STBs that 
offer similar functionality to qualify for a TEC allowance. 

•	 A Product Family definition has been proposed as a means of establishing which 

products can be qualified and labeled as ENERGY STAR under a single qualified 

product submission. 


•	 A pro-rated first year purchase requirement has been added to provide greater flexibility 
for service providers who wish to join as new ENERGY STAR Partners. 

In addition, the Partner Commitments for all product types have been updated to include new 
testing and verification requirements.  The Manufacturer Partner Commitments that were first 
circulated last week reflect these changes.  The Service Provider Partner Commitment document 
now includes a requirement that Service Providers only associate the ENERGY STAR with 
products certified by an EPA-recognized Certification Body.  No other significant changes were 
made to this document. 

Specification effective dates for Version 3.0 and Version 4 have yet to be finalized.  EPA 
anticipates completing these specification revisions by December, 2010, and anticipates a 
Version 3.0 effective date no earlier than September, 2011. 

As always, the exchange of ideas and information among EPA, industry, and other interested 
parties is critical to the success of ENERGY STAR. Manufacturers are strongly encouraged to e-
mail feedback on the Draft 2 Version 3.0 product specification and partner commitment 
documents to STBs@energystar.gov by October 22, 2010. 

EPA plans to host a Webinar meeting and conference call to discuss the attached documents on 
October 4, 2010, from 10:30 AM to 2:00 PM ET.  If you are interested in participating, please 
email STBs@energystar.gov to RSVP and receive meeting information. 

To track EPA’s progress in the STB specification revision process, visit the ENERGY STAR 
Product Development Web site at www.energystar.gov/RevisedSpecs. Please direct any specific 
questions to Katharine Kaplan, EPA, at kaplan.katharine@epa.gov or Stephen Pantano, ICF 
International, at spantano@icfi.com. 

Thank you for your continued support of ENERGY STAR.  

Sincerely, 

Katharine Kaplan 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
ENERGY STAR for Set-top Boxes 
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