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Theme

Overcome your barriers to PC 

power management to help your 

organization save money and 

boost its green “credentials”.



Don’t be Dilbert – PC power management is 

valuable!



Agenda

• PC power management and its role in IT priorities

• Overcoming common obstacles to PC power management

- Business case justification

-Technical hurdles

-Culture and execution



Defining PC power management

► Actively reducing the energy 

consumption of operating PCs and 

monitors by enabling lower power states 

during periods of inactivity — where the 

PC and monitor are drawing energy but 

no useful work is being performed (e.g., 

nights, weekends, holidays, and 

workday breaks). 



Slow but steady growth in green IT



A slowing macro-economy is not expected to slow 

green IT efforts



Reducing energy costs drives green IT



Reducing facilities costs is a priority



Agenda

• PC power management and its role in IT priorities

• Overcoming common obstacles to PC power 

management

- Business case justification

-Technical hurdles

-Culture and execution



Audience polling question

What are your primary barriers to PC power management?

Chose your top three:

A. Not sure what approach to take or policies to put in place. 

B. Unable to determine the level of financial savings and track them over time.

C. Unable to perform PC management tasks for PCs in lower power states.

D. The financial savings are not compelling enough.

E. Other costs saving tactics take precedence.

F. PC power management software is too expensive.

G. Users will not tolerate any loss of productivity from PC power management. 



Myth #1: I’m likely to see larger gains in the     

data center.



Myth #2: The business case for PC power 

management isn’t very compelling.
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Myth #3: I have to buy new, energy efficient 

hardware to reduce energy consumption.

Energy Efficiency Energy Conservationvs.

Energy 

efficient 

equipment

Energy 

efficient 

architecture

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home.index


Myth #4: The power used turning my PC on 

negates any benefits of turning it off.

=



Myth #5: My screen saver is saving me energy.



Myth #6: Turning my PC on and off will reduce its 

performance and useful life.



Myth #7: I can't run updates, backups and patches 

for PCs in lower power states.



Myth #8: There is no clear entry point.



Myth #8: There is no clear entry point. (cont’d)

Sensitive users Less sensitive users Combination



Myth #9: I have no way of tracking and reporting 

the benefits.



Myth #10: I don’t own the power bill so there is 

little incentive for me to reduce it.

“What is your IT department’s role in managing electrical efficiency?”
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Public sector (N=125)

Media, entertainment, &

leisure (N=43)

Manufacturing (N=216)

Finance & insurance

(N=112)

Utilities & telecom (N=77)

Business services (N=128)

Retail & wholesale (N=64)

IT has visibility and sole responsibility IT has visibility, sole responsibility, and charges electrical
IT has visibility and shared responsibility IT has visibility but no responsibility
IT has neither visibility nor responsibility Don’t know



Myth #11: My PC users will not tolerate any 

downtime for power management.
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