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Loudoun County Government Predicts Savings through Energy Star Computer Monitor Power Management Program; Million Monitor Drive 


Loudoun County Government is the first local government in Virginia to participate in the Environmental Protection Agency sponsored Energy Star Million Monitor Drive.  The Computer Monitor Power Management program is expected to yield at least $17,000 in savings annually for the County by setting computer monitors to enter a low-power "sleep" mode during periods of inactivity.  Nationally, predicted savings from the Million Monitor Drive are expected to exceed $30 million.

A little more than half of the County's 2,000 computer monitors are using the Energy Star power management capability.  According to Mike Barancewicz, Energy Manager for Loudoun County, by the fall of 2002 approximately 90 percent of  the County's computers will use Energy Star's power management capabilities.  He predicts savings of at least 380,000 kWhs annually, that is enough energy to power 28 homes in Virginia for one year.

"Successful implementation of this software shows that federal and local government can work together to save energy and protect the environment," Mr. Barancewicz said.

-more-

Close to half the energy used by computers is wasted because  63 percent of computers are left on all night and 44 percent of monitors are not enabled for power management. Computers are only used an average of four hours each business day but continue to consume energy even when idle. 

"Power management of computer monitors is an easy way to save energy and cut operational costs," said Steve Ryan, EPA Program Manager.  "To assist organizations with implementing power management, Energy Star has developed the EZ Save software tool that permits network administrators to enable hundreds, or even thousands, of monitors in little time and at no cost."

To find out how you can participate in the Energy Star Monitor Power Management program, visit www.energystar.gov/powermanagement.  
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