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Feel Good About Gift Giving this Holiday Season

A Gift for the Environment

The newest electronic gadgets are always at the top of holiday gift lists. Feel good about gift giving this season. Energy Star can help you choose high quality home entertainment products such as TVs, DVD players and stereo systems, and cordless telephones and answering machines that help protect the environment while offering the same or better performance, features and price you want.

The Big Picture
Products that have earned the Energy Star must meet strict energy efficiency criteria set by the US Environmental Protection Agency.  If consumers bought only Energy Star labeled consumer electronics products through 2005, the United States would save $1.3 billion in energy costs per year while also lowering greenhouse gas emissions, giving the gift of cleaner air and a cleaner environment for the future. 
Feel Good about your Gifts

Every product on this year’s holiday wish list is eligible for the Energy Star.  From the latest flat-screen TVs, DVD players, cordless telephones and, high-performance stereo systems, you can give a gift that means so much more. Consumer electronics products that have earned the Energy Star use less energy, which means you're giving a gift to the environment as well. And that's a gift you can feel good about. 

Did you know?

· By 2015, small household appliances and consumer electronics may be responsible for almost 40 percent of all household electricity use. Consumer electronics that have earned the Energy Star cost about the same as less efficient models, but they substantially cut energy use and costs over time.

· All TVs use energy while turned off -- Energy Star labeled TVs use up to 75 percent less energy to maintain feature settings when turned off.  Conventional models use 12 watts of electricity when turned off, while Energy Star TVs use just three watts. That saves energy and helps reduce air pollution.

· If all cordless phones, answering machines and combination units sold in the U.S. in the next ten years have earned the Energy Star, US consumers would save approximately $4 billion on their electricity bills and remove greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to those of more than 500,000 cars.

· Each year, Americans spend $1 billion a year to power TVs and VCRs when we are not using them. If US households replaced their regular TV with an Energy Star model, it would save half that - about $500 million and eliminate the pollution produced by 2 power plants.

· Last year alone, Energy Star helped American families and businesses save enough energy to power ten million homes and reduce greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to those of ten million cars.

· Each of us can make a "change" for the better this holiday season. Feel good about your holiday purchases by choosing Energy Star. 


· 
The attached page describes great Energy Star products that consumers can give (and ask for) this year. For a list of stores that sell Energy Star products, please visit www.energystar.gov 
www.energystar.gov
Energy Star Hotline: 1-888-STAR-YES
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