Comments on Version 2.0 specification:

Section 3A: Airflow Efficiency – In regards to eliminating the 5% tolerance; does this mean that the laboratories performing the testing will hold their calibration within the tolerances required to meet this standard and additionally, how will this be monitored?

Section 3A: Text Box regarding new performance levels – Again, taking away the 5% tolerance will require strict calibration of test equipment.  Another question would be, if the unit fails, should it be tested again or should multiple units of the same model be tested and an average accepted?

Section 5: Sound – This decision still causes me great concern, as Tier II requires even tougher CFM/watt requirements coupled with the addition of noisy ballast networks onto the already noisy motor hums experienced on models in the retail market. The ENERGY STAR models although being energy efficient have the possibility of creating discontent with the ENERGY STAR mark by dissatisfying the consumer with an exceptionally noisy ceiling fan. Without establishing some maximum acceptable noise requirement EPA with its touted premium ENERGY STAR models stand a good chance of causing consumer uproar and dissatisfaction not to mention creating retail dilemmas associated with those retailers that do benchmark their models for sound trying to compete in the ENERGY STAR market with retailers that have no such requirement.   
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