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September 26, 2002








Dear Vending Machine Manufacturer or Other Interested Party:





You are invited to participate in a meeting with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to discuss opportunities for refrigerated beverage vending machines and Energy Star®.  The meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 22, 2002 from 2:00 – 5:00pm in the Georgia World Congress Center and will coincide with InterBev 2002.  Detailed information on the room number and location will be sent to you shortly.   





Energy Star is a voluntary partnership between EPA, the Department of Energy (DOE), and Industry.  The primary objective of Energy Star is to prevent air pollution by expanding the market for energy-efficient products.  To accomplish this objective, Energy Star identifies product categories that offer significant energy savings potential and whose markets are ripe for an Energy Star specification.  Then, in conjunction with industry members, we jointly develop a specification that differentiates products that are the top energy performers.  To date, more than 30 product categories have Energy Star specifications with thousands of product models qualifying for the Energy Star label.  These include office equipment, household appliances, lighting products, and most recently, commercial solid door refrigerators and freezers.





Over the last few months, EPA has been working with various members of the refrigerated beverage vending machine industry to collect information on the market for this equipment and its energy efficiency potential.  These discussions with manufacturers, beverage companies, bottlers, industry representatives, and other stakeholders have been very productive.  I hope you will be available to join us next month to continue the dialogue.  The agenda will include an overview of the Energy Star Program, Energy Star’s interest in developing a specification for refrigerated beverage vending machines, potential specification options and considerations, market-based issues (e.g., how to address new equipment versus the installed base of machines), possibilities for utility incentive programs, and ideas for program implementation strategies.  A final agenda will be provided prior to the meeting.





If you would like to participate in this meeting, please RSVP by Wednesday October 16, 2002 to Rebecca Miller at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rmiller@icfconsulting.com" ��rmiller@icfconsulting.com� or (202) 862-1266.  In addition, EPA representatives will be at InterBev October 21-22.  If you are unable to attend the discussion but would like meet with EPA, please contact Ms. Miller to confirm schedules and make the appropriate arrangements.





The development of this and all Energy Star specifications is an open process.  As a member of this industry, your input is very valuable.  We welcome and appreciate your participation.  Please feel free to contact me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:fanara.andrew@epa.gov" ��schmeltz.rachel@epa.gov� or (202) 564-9124 if you have questions or concerns during this process.  Thank you for your consideration.








Sincerely, 


�


Rachel Schmeltz


Energy Star Product Development








