August 31, 2001

Dear Energy Star Windows Stakeholder:

In July 2001, the Department of Energy (DOE) initiated a review of the qualification criteria for Energy Star windows and partially glazed doors. In part, this review was precipitated by changes to energy codes in several states across the country.  As a result of these code changes, minimum energy performance requirements will exceed the current Energy Star specification in some areas.  

DOE enlisted the help of Energy Star partners in identifying options to address how the Energy Star specification should change in response to the code changes.   DOE established the following process for evaluating options to address the issues listed above:

moderated conference call to discuss issues

mid-July [completed]

initial stakeholder comment period


comments due August 3

DOE issues draft proposal



week of August 27

second stakeholder comment period


comments due September 21

final revisions (if necessary)



October 15, 2001

implement revisions (if necessary)


January 1, 2002

DOE proposes to eliminate the three climate regions currently tied to the program in favor of a single national specification for each product type (windows, doors and skylights). A single national specification will reduce the complexity of the current criteria and simplify the program for consumers.  This approach will also reduce the need for continuing changes a to adapt to future code changes. 

To allow for stakeholders to adjust to this proposed change to the criteria, DOE is proposing a two-step change to the Energy Star windows criteria. The first step, effective January 1, 2002, modifies the current criteria sufficiently to mitigate the concerns related to state energy codes, and add new criteria for partially glazed and unglazed doors. The second step, effective January 1, 2003, establishes a single national criterion for each product type (windows, doors and skylights).  In developing this approach, we have considered verbal and written comments provided by participants during and following our July 27 conference call.

Please provide comments on the attached proposal to:

Gary Curtis

D&R International

147 Commercial Street NE

Salem, OR 97301

gcurtis@drintl.com
503-364-4146
We welcome your comments and participation in this process as we move forward to improve the Energy Star Window program.  Please send any comments to Gary Curtis by September 21st. 
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Sincerely,

William Noel, Manager 

Energy Star Program

Office of Building Technology, State 

   and Community Programs

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Step 1. (Effective 1/1/02)
Windows & Doors
      
Skylights
U-Factor
SHGC

U-Factor
SHGC
Northern Region   (> 6000 HDD)

0.35

Any

0.45

Any

Central Region      (2000 - 6000 HDD)
0.40

0.40

0.45

0.40


Southern Region   (< 2000 HDD)

0.75

0.40

0.75

0.40

Step 2. (Effective 1/1/03)







U-Factor

SHGC
Windows & Glazed Doors


0.35


0.40

Skylights




0.45


0.40

Unglazed Doors



0.20


0.10
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This product is
ENERGY STAR
qualified for
the regions

indicated below:

All regions -
Northern, Central,
and Southern





The light yellow area represents the portion of the current ENERGY STAR Southern Region that would become part of the revised Central Region under Option 1.

The light blue area represents the portion of the current ENERGY STAR Central Region that would become part of the revised Northern Region under Option 1.

The 6,000 HDD line would define the northern boundary of the Central Region.

The 2,000 HDD line would define the southern boundary of the Central Region.










