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Energy Star( 2003 Heating Fast Facts
The Basics on Heating:
· The average home is responsible for more air pollution than the average car.  If one household in 10 used Energy Star qualified heating and cooling equipment, the change would keep more than 17 billion pounds of pollution out of the air.

· The average family spends $1,300 a year on energy bills, with nearly half of that spent on heating and cooling. Energy-efficient heating and cooling equipment, sized and installed correctly, with properly sealed ducts, can save consumers as much as 20% of their annual energy costs.

· Replacing a heating system is one of the biggest investments a homeowner will make.  Proper sizing and installation is key to maximizing the system’s efficiency, which in turn maximizes the savings and comfort of the home. 
Heating Equipment:
By meeting strict guidelines set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, heating equipment that has earned the Energy Star saves homeowners energy and money without sacrificing performance or comfort. Following is a list of heating equipment available with the Energy Star label:

· Boilers: An Energy Star qualified boiler uses technology such as electric ignition and sealed combustion to require 10% less energy than a standard model.
· Programmable Thermostats: With four programmable settings, Energy Star labeled thermostats can help you maintain comfort in your home while optimizing temperature control and energy savings.
· Air-Source and Geothermal Heat Pumps: Electric air-source heat pumps use the difference between indoor and outdoor air temperatures to heat and cool inside air and are about 20% more efficient than standard models. Geothermal heat pumps use the ground instead of outside air to provide heating, air conditioning and hot water and are 30% more efficient than comparable equipment. 
· Furnaces: One in four furnaces in US homes is more than 20 years old. Old furnaces cost more to operate.  Energy Star qualified models are 15% more efficient than standard models and contribute to a cleaner environment.

Home Sealing: 

· Sealing your home “envelope” – the outer walls, ceiling, windows and floors--can help increase the energy-efficiency of your home.  This includes adding insulation, especially to the attic; sealing air leaks to stop drafts and get full performance from your insulation; and, choosing Energy Star labeled windows when replacing old windows.  

· Effective air sealing, combined with the right amount of insulation, can save up to 10 percent on energy bills. Energy used in our homes often comes from the burning of fossil fuels at power plants, so sealing your home helps protect the environment.

Make a Change: 
· Find out if it’s time for a change in your home.  Visit the Home Energy Advisor under www.energystar.gov/homeimprovement to discover if you are paying more than others are in your area on energy costs.  Get five top recommendations to make a change to a more efficient, comfortable home. 
· Before embarking on a heating and cooling overhaul, find an experienced, licensed contractor.  Visit www.natex.org to find a contractor whose technicians are certified by NATE (North American Technician Excellence), the leading industry-supported testing and certification program.
www.energystar.gov
Energy Star Hotline: 1-888-STAR-YES

[image: image1.wmf]