
Email received on January 11, 2010 from Joel Hipp  
 
 
Dear Mr. Berringer, 
 
                Please accept my apology for the tardiness of this response.  As a manufacturer of commercial 
food service equipment, Hobart is adamantly opposed to the prospect of paying the third-party certification 
agencies to perform the ENERGY STAR qualification tests.   
 
With today’s manufacturing climate, products must be designed, developed and implemented in production 
in extremely short time frames.  Having to send a product to a third party testing facility where we have no 
control over their work loads and schedule is an extremely unpleasant thought.  Also, the cost for this type of 
service can run into the tens of thousands of dollars for a multiple model series of appliances.  Unless there 
is objective evidence that there is a need for this program, we believe it should be dropped, especially for 
food service equipment.  Instead we feel the enforcement of the existing requirements and blind sampling of 
qualified products for third-party verification testing should be stepped up.   
 
                In place of third party testing for commercial food service equipment, we suggest a program where 
an investigation can be initiated against a potential misuse of the Energy Star label by any interested party.  
The (DOE) would then obtain a sample of the potential misused product and have it tested at an NRTL. The 
company filing the complaint will not be identified. If the complaint is found valid, appropriate measures will 
be taken against the misusing company, including the cost of the testing. If the complaint is found invalid, 
the Company filing the RFV, would bear the expenses for the testing. 
 
                We also feel the top-tier program should be postponed until there is more data available for 
review, especially categories that are relatively new like commercial dishwashers.  Thank you for the  
opportunity to comment.    
  
Joel F. Hipp 
Hobart  
<Contact information edited by EPA> 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


